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raOMt lllllan J. Donovan 


Z aakad Tllhjalaor Stafanaaon to prepara a naaoran 
dun for na on tha Aleutian Ialanda, and thought you night ba 
lntaraatad In looking at It. Alao lnolodad la a naaorandna 
on the aaathar and lea In tha Baring Baa. 


April 19, 1942 
Ko. 423 

> 6:00 P.M. 

MLMQhAJfDtfM TOR THE pres tort. 

FROMi IllUu J. Donovan 

I haard today that there la a ratbar lntarastln* 
development among tha German and Auatrlan aooUllats In 
thla country. Apparently tha Austrian socialists for tha 
flrat tl am hava agraad upon a daclaratlon abandoninf tha 
Id** of • 1111100 "Ath ®* r ** l *y» «nd tha Oaman socialists 
In axlla ara considering a daclaratlon that thay did not 
favor ratantlon of tarrltory taken by tha Vazls. 


April 19, 1942 
6:00 P.M. 


wWIMiK 


FROM: William J. Donovan 


At a dinner the other night at the Knickerbocker 
Club in New York, Sir Girja Bajpai apoke. He talked 
for on hour and a half extemporaneously. As reported 
he is a fluent speaker, using colorful and precise 
English. The guests clearly showed their approval 
of the speaker. 

Sir Girja contended that "the jewel Japan seeks 
for its diadem io India, not Australia." An Indian 
campaign is militarily more feasible India may be 
reached both by land and by sea, Australia only by 
sea. The lines of communication to Australia are 
longer and far more difficult to maintain than between 
Japan and India. However much impaired, there is still 
an American fleet in the Pacific. This fleet makes 
vulnerable the Australia routes, much less vulnerable 



the Indian routes. The United Ration* etill have lea* 
ba*e* from which they can raid the Australian route. 

Japan has not got the Philippines. There are other 
bases. To India the route is clear, an inside route, 
easy to maintain. 

India has what Japan vant*. India has three-fourths 
of the reserve of iron ore the United States has. Indian 
ore is richer. India has a steel industry. Its output 
exceeds a million tons a year. It has the aica of the 
world. India has man power, both for armies and for 
markets. 

The treasured parts of India are the most accessible 
to the Japanese. The iron deposits are within two 
hundred miles of Calcutta. The steel industry i* still 
nearer. The topography favors invasion. The treasured 
parts are plains rather than mountains, covered with 
roads and railways. 

In Australia there is not the wealth of aaterials 
or the reserve of man power. There i* not a race accus¬ 
tomed to foreign rule. The desirable part of Australia 
is the most distant and the nost difficult to conquer. 


Sir Oirja discussed the Crlpps Bission. His 
opinion was that the offer was Bade two years too 
late. Had it been Bade two years earlier it would 
have been accepted. The basic reasons for the re¬ 
jection were. 

1. Indian leaders did not eant at this 
tine to assuBe a responsibility for war and 

its consequences. Wars are unpopular, especially 
a war fought under the conditions now prevalent 
in India. They desired to let the British carry 
this burden. 

2. India can gain Bore froa the British by 
delaying. The British will offer eo nuch now 
with the Japanese in Butbb. They will offer 
Bore when the Japanese reach India. 

The rejection of the Cripps offer will not nater- 
ialiy affect the course of Indian resistance. The 
Ifosleos will fight. The Hindus will neither welcoae 
nor bow to the Japanese. Indians know too well the 
record of the Japanese in Foraoea, Korea and China to 
be deceived by the Japanese, no Batter what their 
propaganda is. 
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There la no fifth column in India. Indiana 
not follow the pattern of the Burmese. The only 
inroads made by the Japanese are not in India but 
Afghanistan. There the tribes are actively with the 
Japanese. 

The outcome of a Jap invasion is conjectural. 

The strength of the Chinese in their resistance to 
Japan is the weakness of Iodia. Uck of railways is 
the weakness of India. Lack of roads and railways is 
the stunbling block for the Japanese in China. India 
has railways and roads. 

India has 1,500,000 soldiers partially trained. 

She has a million trained troops, excluding troops on 
duty from Libya to India. The white troops do not 
number over two divisions. Readily accessible nan 
power is obtainable in India. The problem is equipment. 
The nunber of tanks is wholly inadequate. The same 
nay be said as to airplanes. There are more British 
than American airplanes in India. 

Sir Girja spoke enthusiastically in his endorse¬ 
ment of General VaVell. Because of the terrain and of 
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means of transportation, India should have a mobile a nj 
supported by adequate airpower. General Itvell is fully 
cognizant of this problea, and is heartilly in accord 
with this type of defense. 

The Bay of Bengal is now a Japanese sea. Sir 
Girja was worried concerning the fate of Madagascar. 

India needs fighting planes. These planes, in his 
judgment, could not be flown to India at present, because 
of the lack of adequate air fields. 


FROM: Will lac J, Doruwac 


Cfc Friday April 17 the following two tele- 
graaa were sent by 3wnri-Bayw to Vicby: 

ONE: "La prwsaw de ce satin n'a paa oto 
auofli violent# qu'on pouvait la craindre. Ifc annoncant 
a aa conference de prenew, le rappel de l'Aairal Leaby 
a Washington, pour consultation. If. Gunner lelloc a eu 
soin de precieer qua ce rappel ne conatituait paa une 
rupture des relatione diploaatiques naia etait le breche 
la plus serieuse qui ait janais ate faite dans lea 
relations entre lea deux pays depuis cent-cinquante ana. 

"J'ai eu une tres longue entrevue avec M. Williaa 
3ullitt qui est conaidere ici come un des conseillers du 
President. J'ai enporte de cette conversation, la 
certitude que l'ancien Aabeasadeur a Paris avait foraelle- 
nent conseille la rupture coaplete avec notre pays. Je 
crois avoir ete assez heureux pour le convaincre qu'il 
convenait, avant de porter un jugeaent definitif aur 
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1'action politique de Votre Excellence, d'attendre lea 
declarations et les actea du nouveau Gouvernoent francaia." 

TWO: "De noibreuaea depechea d'Agencea de 
preAae ont repandu la nouvelle que les forces aeriennea, 
laa forces de terre et lea forces de cer francaieea etaient 
placeea sous le co«aandeeont de l'Aairal Dorian, celui-ci 
ne dopendant que de 1'autorite du Jlarechal Petain. 

■1* nouvelle ainai presentee ayant donne lieu 
a de tree nombreux consent*ires, j'attacheraia du prix 
a ce que Votre Excellence voulut bien «e donner des 
preciaiona aur l'etendue et la porteo du cooaandeaent donne 
a l'Aarial Dorian." 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 
From: William J. Donovan 


No. 425 

April 20, 1942 
12:00 Noon 


The following Is a summary from the wookly French 
directive of PWE. 

1. EunflftBWtftl .QkiM.Um- 

o. To hinder use of French oconoralc resources 
by tho onomy and to demoralize tho German olvll and military 
forces of occupation. 

b. To convince tho French people, especially 
thoso In the unoccupied zone that the Vichy Government cannot 
bo considered an lndopondont sovereign powar representing Franco 
ltsolf. Tho Gormans foster Its oxlstonco bocauso thoy know 
they can make It do what they want In tho last resort. 

2. Problems. It must be bom In mind: First. 

With tho return of Laval the ond of tho Vichy roglrao as wo 
have known It seems apparent. 

a. Laval will probably go slowly, at the beginning 
refraining from such startling concessions to Germany as handing 
ovor the French fleet or Moditorranean bases. 

b. At the start he will probably concentrate 
most of his attention on Improving the French intornal situation, 
liquidating his most dangorous opponents In some way or other and 
strengthening police precautions. 
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c. >( say expact hi* to obtain some Goman con¬ 
cession! to coyer hia actiTitles on their behalf. He may well 
obtain aomo relief of occupation coata and the return or 
conditional release of aooe prisoners. In order to show the re- . 
lations .between Prance and Germany In a new light. 

d. Laval will not want necessarily to sever 
diplomatic relations with America. Bear In alnd that he considers 
ho Is popular In America. He has family connections In America. 
Keeping France quiet during the spring campaigns and putting 
Fronch economic resources and manpower at Germany's sorvlce is his 
Immediate business. 

e. Though lacking any sense of financial or 
political morality, nevertheless Laval brings to his task great 
skill in political maneuver and negotiation and groat experience. 
His profound conviction that ho Is more than a match for anybody 
Is his principal weakness. As a result he Is a bad Judge of 
public opinion. 

f. Laval is fully aware that the new regime Is 
against French public opinion. Therefor-, he Is r ady to 
ovorrlde public opinion, but will do utmost to avoid clash. 

g. Laval Is preferred to Darlan by the Germans, 
because Dorian's usefulness as a politician has been outlived. 

Second . String measures to Insure public order in 
Paris have been taker, by Germany. Von Saldeck's presence, not yet 
confirmed, Is an Indication that strong repressive measures will 
be taken to keep Paris quiet If necessary. 



• -3- 

Tftlr4i The wheat situation In Franca Is becoming 
extremely serious. One of the main points of Vichy propaganda 
has been to persuade the peasants to hand over their wheat stocks. 

3. Ewwimti. 

n» H »hould still not be attacked directly. 

He has been completely out-manouvered and too woak to resist. 

He no longer controls France. 

Tho Laval should as far as possible 
take the place of the name of Vichy, which should be named "the 
government of Laval." The distinction between Laval and tho 
French people should be deepened. 

fiflXian* Despite his concessions he has failed to 
pacify Franco's German masters. Do not assume that he deslros 
to hand over the French fleet to the Gemans. 

fitZ&L. The man who surrendered Paris, tried to 
surrender Vichy and then did not hesitate to shod Allied and French 
blood for the Germans. 

Efigfi9U» «e has beer, out-maneuvered In his bid 
for power by police control by Laval. Do not spare Pecheu Insofar 
as he Invented the present French police system which has suppressed 
and muzzled the French people. 

Used by Laval as tne apostle of the German new 
order in France. Is not corrupt or venal but a Nazi and pro-German 
of conviction. 

fiSIiai. ftould-be leader of Hazified France. The 
who wore the swastika aid the German uniform. 
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Benolst-Mocnln. Treat with conteapt as the creature 
of the Germans and the lackey of -aval. 

4. France and Vichy. Toward the altuation our 
attitude nust to a lurge extent be governed by that of the 
American government. Do not anticipate on any account what 
these reactions aay be. Press coaoent of America should be 
used to the full. Bear In nlnd that to resist Laval's 
accession Is a challenge. 

5. French mercitant aarlne. With the advent of 
Laval, Geraany's plan for the exploitation of the French 
aerohant fleet with the hope of provoking a major clash 
butwoen the French and British fleets now becoaes 
dangerous than any tiae before. 
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No. 426 
April 20, 1942 
12i00 Noon 


MEmAKPUM FOR THE PR^ICTMT 
FROM: William J. Donovan 

Tha following la from the Britlah Political Wurfnrc J , 
Executive Weakly Directive. 

1. Oarman home front appreciation! 

a. German homo propaganda. 

German mind haa been centered on potatoes, ration, 
call-up and RAF offensive, since once again there Is nothing but 
expcctatl<*i.ln Russia and remote Far Eastern news to relieve ten¬ 
sion. Appearing now are the first real evidences of tic moral 
effect of tho bombings. Their major worry Is the ration cut und 
potato shortage, explanations of which are continuing. Oerman 
propaganda, true to its tradition of attack, 1 s trying to divert 
attention from man power crisis by attacks on "Forms of Bureaucraoy". 

b. Treatment of nowo. 

In the coming offensive, delayed only by thaw, con¬ 
fident expectation Is expressed. The Malta raids are emphasized. 
Stress on Cripps failure In India. The Mediterranean Is still 
Important. Shipping sinkings nro even more Important. Emphasis 
on "discomfiture of megalomaniuc Roosevelt" Is another Important 
line. 

2. Strategy points: 

a. General picture. 

Our picture, once again, is of Germany preparing 
la.t .ffort to break out of Anglo-Rua.lan not. Ruaal. .„d Britain 



■hare the chief responsibility for stratogy against Germany, 
and Amerioa is responsible for that against Japan. 

b. Malta and Mediterranean remain serious major 
diversion. In describing Brltalns part in Anglo-Russlan strategy, 
stress that Northern route is now such n monace that Hitler has 
been forood to organise major Air-Naval effort to try to Interrupt 
It. . 

c. Wherever possible, German manpower crisis should 
be repeated in the news. 

d. Commandos and RAF are holding down men and equip¬ 
ment vitally needed in Russia. The RAF offensive is systematic 
attack on German wnr machine, both inside and outside Reich. 

c. Use the French crisis to lllustrutei 

1. Shortage of manpower. 

2. Germany's fear of intervention in the west. 

As port of combined stratogy designed to push 

Germany's munpower crisis, resistance in occupied territories 
should be angled. Ac cun now loavc the 1917 and use the 1918 
Spring parallel. 

3. Naval pointsi 

a. Indicate forthcoming action in the Baltic and 
the Black Sea, by the Russians. 

b. Reiterate that German subs have been frightened 
off the vital Atlantic routes between America and Britain and 
between S. Africa and Britain. 

4. Military pointst 

a. Libya. Rommel is faced with a time ;roblem. 

b. Yugoslavia. Diversion of German Allied forces 
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should be stressed. 

c. Russia. Looal Russian attacks preventing neces¬ 
sary Oeraan withdrawals, wud notwithstanding. 

5. Talks and features. 

. 8top all good-hunored, easy stuff and generalities 

about heroism, freedom etc. and present Infonation toughly. 

Our talks should be suited to the severity of internal Gcrnn 
tension. 
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1 thought that you would want to raad a briaf sua- 
■ary of a raport aade by Lt. Col. Claar am alao Col. Brink. 
Claar was a wan whoa wa took over froa tha Amy to aake a 
•urway for our 8.1.8. and 6.0. operations in tha Far East. 


Lt. Col. Warran J. Claar 

Lt. Col. Claar want to tha Far East in July, 1941 
on a confidential alsslon. Ha spant two aonths with Air 
Marshal Sir Brooka-Pophna in Singapore, visited Thailand 
and French Indo-Chlna, traversed tha Xetherlaols East In¬ 
dies to Tlaor and tha Moluccas, arriving ultlaately st 
Bataan in Luson. Ha left Bataan, about a weak before Oen- 
aral MacArthur, and has Just returned to this country af¬ 
ter covering about 45,000 alias. 



His nost general political observation was tha dis¬ 
affection to the cause of the United Nations on the part of 
all the native populations of the Far East, fr«i Italia 
through Buraa, Indo-Chlna and Malaya. This he attributed 
in large aeasura to the pressure of the Allied blockade which 
had deprived the native of his cheap cotton clothes, his 
cheap shoes, and canned goods. His average Incowe of about 


$5.00 per year could scaroely acquire these articles, and 
now thair prlca la prohibitive. 

Tha Japanese, realizing the effectiveness of psy¬ 
chological warfare, hare skillfully turned native resent-, 
ment against first tha United States, second Great Brltalh. 

A Japanese gonorol in Bangkok told Col. Clear that Hitler's 
"New Order” was winning the war in Europo and that Japan's 
"Co-Prosperity Sphere" would win the war in Asia. The Jap¬ 
anese enforoe their propaganda by the two-edged weapon of 
induooment and terror. In Borneo and Sarawak they permit¬ 
ted natives to loot and occupy Dutoh houses while the Dutoh 
were being imprisoned or killed, and they razed Penang to 
the ground aa an objoct-lesson to tha native on the penal¬ 
ties of resistance. 

The Japanese had also perfected the techniques of 
economic penetration. In Thailand they extracted a loan 
of about $ 11 , 000 , 000 , the largor portion of which they used 
to purchase native rice. The Japanese had Thailand com¬ 
pletely at their mercy. 

During two months in Singapore, Col. Clear saw Wing 
Commander Darval and Air Marshal Sir Brooke-Popham and studied 
the defenses of Malaya. Pophan agreed with Col. Clear's es¬ 
timate that the British had too few troops for adequate de¬ 
fense, although Popham's earlier estimate had been more 




; 



optimistic. 

Th* campaign proved that linear defense against aod- 
•rn tactics is inadequate. The British had assumed that 
thair flanks on the two coasts were sufficiently protected 
by. swamps too deep to swia and too shallow for boats. But 
the razing of Penang permitted the passage of Japanese boats 
by night behind the British flanks, and Japanese swan ashore 
equipped with individual Inflatable belts ao 1 canvas paddles 
worked by the legs. Japanese deception, speed anl intensive 
use of light automatic weapons outaaneuvered the British 
consistently. The tronch mortar. Instead of the heavier 
field piece, was a portlcularly effective weapon in all 
the Japanese campaigns. The individual Japanese soldier 
as "a single atom of force" was cepablo of maintaining him¬ 
self for as much as two weeks. *ith his 25 pound tommy-gun 
he could carry three times as much aasunitlon ns a British 
soldier and food for five days which he could supplement 
by forage or shooting dogs. They were resourceful soldiers, 
the equal of American Infantry in physical toughness and 
training. Zn facing them, the British were both mentally 
and physically road-bound because of the sheer weight of 
their impedimenta aai field guns. 

BM.Jhttla .91 BfttMiB. 

The outbreak of war caught General MacArthur's newly 
formed army in the process of organlzstlon. Some of the 
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n«w Filipino divisions were actually in tha process of Induction. 
They broke badly under the initial Japanese attacks after the 
landings at Lingayen, and the northern arny was pushed rapidly 
back. When the Japanese forces pushed north from the landing 
at legaspi in the south, MacArthur had no option but to declare 
Manila an open city and retire his saall aroy to Bataan in 
accordance with plans made years ago. 

The backbone of the defense *as provided by 12,000 
Filipino scouts and the African force of 10,000. The main 
elements in the American force were the 31st Infantry, a 
provisional regiment of sailors, and a provisional regiaunt of 
Air Force converted into Infantry. It was expected that the 
main defense line could be held for three or four months—until 
food gave out or the line was flanked by sea. Actually, a 
line forward of the main line was held for a considerable 
period. Although the new Filipino divisions developed fighting 
ability in the Bataan area, the Japanese punched holes in thoir 
lines in night attacks, and the Filipino scouts and American 
forces had to be thrown in to reestablish the line. The attempt 
to hold the forward line would in the long run use up the 
backbone of the army and an orderly withdrawal to the main line 
of resistance was therefore executed, with the loss of only two 
155 pound guns which could not be got through the swamp3. 

There was no Japanese attack on the new lino until it had been 
effectively consolidated three days after the retirement. 
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The cost effective weapon of the Japanese la the 
90 mm. trench mortar, which la easily portable and fires a 
destructive shell. The American forces had soae 81 an. guns 
but the ammunition was In Cebu. Colonel Clear recommended 
the use of both 90 an. mortars and 75 aa. howitzers for 
oquipeent of forces In Australia. 

The Japanese have developed the art of pursuit to a 
fine point, picking up the weapons of their enemy on the way 
In the certainty of oventually picking up the necessary ammunition 
for It. They use their own ammunition until It Is gone and then 
have available their enemy's stock. In the same way they tow 
captured field artlllory for days until their pianos spot 
ammunition dumps to supply them. They carry extra distributors 
and tires for abandoned trucks. Their armies In kalaya, Java, 
and uuzon seem well trained In the utilization of enemy material. 

Thlr coordination of air and land forces Is superb, 
and they are thinking way ahead of their enemies in this respect. 
Both In Malaya and in Luzon they easily knocked out the few 
uirfields from which pianos could operate, and so immobilized the 
air power of their enemies. Once they had conquered Manila, • 
they developed fifty landing strips separated by a few miles 
in that area, and fifty more in the area of Clark Field to 
provide the proper dispersal of their planes and equipment. A 
captured Japanese aviator emphasized the contrast when he said 
that his experience bombing the American fields had been "delightful" 
If he missed the field he was certain to hit a hangar or a repair 
shop. 


Colonel Brink 

Colonel Brink went to the Per East as United States 
Army observer and reported In February, 1940, to British 
Headquarters in Slnfapore. He renalned there In contact with 
Adalral Leyton and Air Marshall Sir Brooke-Pophaa, and later 
with General Wavell through the Malaya Caapalgn. With the 
disastrous conclusion of that canpalgn, Wavell took hln to 
Java as a ooober of his staff In charge of war plans, 
specifically to devise plans for a counteroffensive. With 
the fall of Java, cosnand was left to the Dutch and Colonol 
Brink with other American officers of his staff got the last 
boat froa a Japanese “arbor which was destroyed the next day. 

The ship's boilers blew up but a British cruiser got it 
safely to port in India. 

Colonel Brink then visited the Burna "front". He 
said "It takes two opposing forces to sake a front" but slnco 
he could never find the Jap lines, the tera was used figuratively. 
He visited General Cowan's 14th Division of the 5th Army, whoso 
skillful plans to acbush a Japanese force were frustrated by 
the treachery of a Buraese division. The Burtsesc were 
supposed to be part of the arbush, but when the tine cane to 
attack, refused, and later Joined the Japanese. Subsequently 
he went into the South Shan States to visit the 6th Chinese 
Arny of 26,000—composed of three divisions of about 7,000 
men each plus about 6,000 so-called "arcy troops." He left 
the Burns front to return to the United States only recently. 



Colonel Brink scouted the theories of the "Monday 


mom Inf quarterbacks" that there had been lack of energy and 
morale In the British military defense of Malaya. A small 

British force, without adequate air power, hampered by the 
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lethargy of the civilian government, fought doggedly and 
desperately to the end against superior forces, superior 
tactics and coordination, and against Japanese command of 
the air, all aided by effectlvo 5th column activity. 

The British Commander had askod for three army 
corps and got three weak divisions. He asked for 556 planes 
and got 200, of which 50 never left the ground and 75 only 
were fighters. Tho fighters wero "Soars-Roebuck" Buffaloes, 
handled with heroism but futility by British aviators, and 
hopelessly outclassed by Japanese Zeros and 97's. Tho Blenholm 
bombers were helpless without ft. hter protection as wero the 
"Prince of Wales and Repulse" which venturod against Japanese 
air power with the protection of a single P.B.T. patrol plane. 
This was the protoctlonthat the -aval Command asked for when 
they were approached on the subject by the Air Command. The 
• British In* two years of fighting had not learned the lesson 
of vulnerability of battle ships to air power when they did 
not have sufficient air protection for themselves. The Dutch 
gave all they had to spare by sending four squadrons of planes 
to Malaya, but it was not enough and they were all destroyed. Two 
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of their squadrons In Pulembang also did Rood work before 
their destruction and Dutch contribution of naval force was 
likewise effective within limits of its strength. Tho Dutch 
are smart fighters. 

Japanese air power was overwhelming and it was 
aided both by 5th column activity and by tho lethargy of 
the civil govornmont. The government did nothing to establish 
an effective air raid warning system until a military tsst 
by four old Blonhelms caught evory British l'ightor on the 
ground. Popham insisted on an adequate obsorver systom 
bnd secured grout improvement, fot thoro was troachory 
in tho system and 5th columnists developed a signalling 
systom to aid the Jopanoso flyors. The Japaneso woro guldod 
down the west coast at night to Singapore by lights and in 
Singapore itself a light guided thorn to stratoglc points in tho 
dofonse area. A Japanese radio station operated to the very 
end at Singapore, and though the code was solved, the station 
was never located despite tho use of direction finders and 
employment of a regiment of aoldlors with 100 boats. With 
such assistance and with the aid of perfoct radio communication 
between the Japaneso air and land forces, Japanose air power 
v.as invincible. In a visit to the Australian General Gordon 
Bennett at the front, Colonel Brink saw 500 cars and trucks 
bombed off the road In a 100 mile stretch. 

ngalnst Japanose resources, the British could only 
muster from 40,000 to 50,000 con after tho losses sustained 
in the Balayan battle for the final defenso of Singapore 
and not tho 85*000 that v.as commonly reported. The army 



fought hard, but Its severo casualties during the retreat 
broke down the entire command structure, so that it arrived 
In Singaporo a disorganized mass. One unit, the Argylos 
and Southorn Highlanders, 850 strong when it firgt made contact 
with the Japanese at the border, was reduco^ to 90 men and two 
officers during its 500 milo retreat and ultimately to 45 men and 
one officer whon it entered Singapore. Aianchoster3, East Surreys, 
and Ohurkns lost about 50# of their effectives. Under these 
circumstancos demolition of bridges was not effectively carriod 
out and tho causeway to Singapore Island was not blown up, 
oxcopt for a few holos easily repolrod. An indion officer 
cut off bohind tho Japanoso linos ultimately turned up in 
Slnguporo with the roport that tho Japanese hod found many 
brldgos Intact behind tho retreating British forces. In one 
case whoro a bridge had boon completely destroyed, the Japanese 
repaired it in a day and crossed it in timo to surprise and 
destroy an entire British artillery regiment. All the wuy 
into Singapore it was tho same story of resourceful Japanoso 
forces hitting hard and fast simultaneously at front and flank, 
employing surprise and perfect coordination between units by 
radio air-ground communication. 

Much of the British plight was due to thoir faulty 
strategic conceptions, but probably oven more to the failure of 
tho civilian government to perform its proper functions of 
preparing organized positions for the Army to retire to. The 



faulty strategic conceptions wore illustrated by the elaborate 
defenses at -orslr.g in the northeast where pill boxes and 
barbed wire were supposed to trap Japanese forces as they 
landed. The Japaneso characteristically came in behind Versing 
defenses and Jhe British had provided no "switch-positions", 
but even more serious was the failure of the civilian government 
to clear fields and prepare trenchos to serve as defenses for 
the retreating Army. 

It was the same story with tho railways. 80* of 
the ongineors quit their Job and roughly 50* of tho lesser 
railway officials, leaving a top echelon of railway executives 
and a very few men bolow. *ont of tho operating personnel 
which quit were native, although tho native Chinese proved 
to bo a loyal and faithful element both in the air raid 
protootion organization and on tho railways. The failure of 
tho civilian government to deal with this native problem 
was tho occasion for Colonel Brink's rumark "you can't win the 
war with slavos." "nothor important symbol of British civilian 
failure was trie refusal in London to permit tho out ting down 
of rubber troos which proviuod magnificent cover for Japanese 
infantry and a perfect haven for Japanese snlpors. Ir. the 
face of civilian failure, the British Army had no organized 
positions ready to sustain them and their linos wero flanked and 
infiltrated by Japanese all the way to Bingaporo. 
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In Sinsapor* it was the sac* story. The civilian 
government had only belatedly prepared slU-trenches for 
shelter for the civilian population. The work was not begun 
until boobing* had actually occurred. Duff Cooper arrived 
froo mgland to stir the local govemsent into action and 
he restored a Modified fora of martial lav with beneficial 
offects. Yet the population of Singapore continued to act 
as if thor* was no war and there occurred between 5,000 and 
10,000 civilian casualties. 

It was not surprising that the disorganirod case 
of the Allies when they arrived in Singapore were unable 
to steo the Japanese advances. Australians on the wost of 
the island, British and Inala on the east were still driven 
back behind the last reservoir of wator and there was literally 
no water available for the large local population or for the army. 
A group of Australians ripped off their identification tags 
and coanandeered one of last ships to get away. The fact that 
Australians who had proved theaselves among the finest troops 
of the country during this war could be disorganised to this 
extont was eloquent testls:ony to the cooplet* breakdown of 
the coBoand structure in the Aray. 



In Java Colonel Brink worked out plans for a counter¬ 


offensive which were approved by General ftavell. They provided 
secondary action froc Australia and froa Java, if possible. 
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but mainly an offensive from Burma to destroy Japanese 
control In Indo-Chlna. The advantages of the plan wore chiefly 
Its Independence of overseas communication and the complete 
protection of the lund and air routes required for sup ly. 

Tho offensive was to utiliro primarily Chinese troops to 
advance from Jfunnan to Hanoi and also from Burma. The Chlnose 
were willing but tho British refused to permit Chlneso troops 
to ontor Burma. 

Iha. JJurraeno- Campaign 

Colonel Brink painted a discouraging picture of the 

British situation in Burma. The British suffored a sorlous 

reverse in Slt-taung losing 50% of their 17th Division. Borne 

tiireo brigades wore fighting an effective roar guard action on 

the east bank of tho Sit-taung when a British englnoor blow 

up the bridgo behind them, kany wore drownod crossing the 

river and all equipment was left bohind. *' * 

The native Burmese ore aiding the Japanoso Army. They 

aosire independence and they aro meat for Japanese propaganda. 

Tho Japanese supply thorn with monoy and thoy have formed a -Tree 

Burmese' Army to fight the British. 

The only hope for the d urmese situation is American 

\ 

air power both for combat and for communication. Rangoon has 
been eliminated as a port of entry and the Lashlo railhead is 
now being bombed. The Japanese made u devastating attack on 
the American voluntoer group airdrome at kaglve hitting practically 
every piano, every gas supply tank, and every machine shop because 
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of the nunerlcal superiority of Jsp air power In Burn*. 

The volunteer group got only three of Its planes away. 

Of 120 Hurricanes sent out by the British, 109 have been 
destroyed. *et Colonel Brink case away with the feeling 
that the Aoerlean volunteer group If adequately supplied 
and reinforced could help turn the tide. Having discounted In 
advance the publicity they have received, he reported that 
they are virtually a group of superaen with the spirit, 

Ingenuity, efficiency, and cooperation of a college team. 

Tholr contender, Chennault, he described as one of the finest 
leaders of aen he had ever seen. Tho AVG have shot down some 
200 Japanese planes of all types for loss of only two or three 
of their own. Malratlon of the RAF for the AVO knows no 
bounds and one RAF officer described with pride the spectacle 
of the AVG squadron cllablng Into the clouds to attack a 
Japanese boobing squadron above and shortly after tho spectacle 
of six Japanese boebers fluttering down out of tho clouds. 

Tho only hope for both Burca and India In the opinion of 
Colonel Brink Is Acerlcan power and particularly air power. He 
described the British as beaten and groggy, slow to adapt to 
the new conditions of warfare. Ho felt that they had not yet 
learned the lessons of air power and predicted further loss 
of British ships through lack of air protection. He said It's 
■up to the United States and there Is only about a nonth to go 
In Burna. ,/ 


No.428 

April 20, 1942 
6:00 P.M. 

mompjl TOR 53 PMSTMCT 
PROM: lilliaa J. Donoran 

I think that you would want to b« advised of the 
following: 

Arrangenenta are being sade to facilitate the re¬ 
turn to China of the Reverend Father Charles L. Xeeus, 
who, it is believed, can render a publio service in 
strengthening Chinese confidence in the United States. 

Father Veeue was born a Belgian. After a nunber of 
years of aissionary work in China, he beocne a Chinese 
citizen. Re speaks excellent Chinese, and wore than onoe 
has been called upon by the Chinese governnent to perfora 
norale work aoong the Chinese people. 

Twice before, in 1937 and 1939. Father Xeeua has 
visited the United States on unofficial goodwill aiasions. 

He proposes, upon returning to China, to carry to the 
Chinese a picture of the United States which will increase 
their confidence that this country will recain in the war 
to the finish, and with China and its other associates, 
defeat the Axis powers. 

The following is an excerpt contained in a letter 
which we have just received froo Father Xeeus: 





"Aa regards the trip iteelf and the picture® of the 
United States I intend to present in Chungking, here are 
the decisions we hare taken: 

■1. I accept with gratitude the necessary priori¬ 
ties that you will provide ae with for accoBEodation on 
ships, pianos, and other aoans of ooaaunications for 
whioh your office will book ae on this trip to Chungking. 

" 2 . I shall pay ayself all the expenses of suoh a 
trip, including faro, aeals and sundries, expecting you to 
bill ae for the booking of ny passage. 

"3. Tour office will provide xe with the facts that 
you wish China to be acquainted with through ayself in 
Chungking. 

"4. The sponsor of ay trip and of the work I shall 
accoaplish in China for autual goodwill between Chine and 
America will be the Catholic Church, through Bishop Bernard 
J. Shell." 
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April 20, 1942 

6:00 P.U. 



FROM: *illiaa J. Donovan 


I think you should be adviced of 'the attached 
inforaation at once which we have received froa 
our nan in Tangier. 

I have previously inforeed you of Li. Colonel 
*ddy's activities in North Africa. Eddy la a 
Marine officer, a forcer Brigade Intelligence 
officor, and aore recently President of Hobart 
College. His reports have indicated that the 
situation in French Morocco is becoaing hourly 
aore critical. He believes, as do others with 
whoa he is in touch, that we have oany friends 
among certain groups there, and those friends 
have asked for support in the forn of aoney and 
■ar material. . , 

Murphy of the State Departnent is working 
closely with Eddy. Ibis whole natter has been 
placed before the Joint Chiefs of Staff with a 
full exposition of the situation. 


Soon the Cerean military and naval attaches 
and staff will arrive in Tangier. German Admiral 
Canaria ia en route to Tangier on a secret mission. 
He will remain concealed in the consulate here and 
•ill be incognito. This week Herr Hied, the German 
Minister who will succeed Consul Hoehring, is ar¬ 
riving. Other recent arrivals in Tangier are 
Boederer who arrived April 15th and was met at the 
airport with ceremony, and Max Franz Bach, fourth 
Gestapo paymaster, «ho arrived February 24th. Two 
Gestapo agents have arrived from Moroc for the 
specific purpose of watching Anericans in Tangier. 
Tomorrow six German agents are arriving by plane. 
Axis plots to attack members of our Legation have 
been intercepted here by reliable sources. 
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April 20, 1942 
6:00 P.M. 



FROM: William J. Donovan 


According to information received from the British 
Political Warfare Executive: 

(a) Mussolini has been forced to request an imme¬ 
diate loan of wheat from Hungary. This is to be repaid 
in kind at the earliest possible moment. 

(b) It is plainly indicated by Laval's proclaimed 
intention to maintain the French Empire intact that, so 
far aa the Mediterranean is concerned, there will be a 
maneuver to exploit Italy's difficulties in order to 
establish Laval's position with the people of France. 
Note that for three days after Laval 'b return to power 
the Rome radio refrained from mentioning him. 

(c) It is evidently believed by certain strategists 
that Laval's return to power is a move by Hitler to 
secure the western flank before launching any counter¬ 
offensive against Russia. It is thought that while 
exacting from France the greatest possible degree of 
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collaboration, he is inposing upon Mussolini another 
postponement of the territorial claiiM for which Italy 
is supposed to have gone to war. . 


o 


J 


Ho. 431 
April 21, 1942 
8:30 A. M. 



FROMi William J. Donovan 


Upon a raport that may be oonaldarad as good, but 
not to be railed on In every respect, the following would 
appear! 



The head of the Qerman espionage organisation In 
Portugal la Albert von Karsthof of the Oonaan Legation.. 

His agents oross the Spanish frontier both legally and 
Illegally. He has a network of spies throughout lorth 
«nl South America and the Portuguese Colonies, who oom- 
nunlcate with Oermany through Lisbon by wireless, secret 
Ink and mlorophotography, while their oouriers regularly 
use Portuguese post boxes (the names and addresses of these 
are available). 

Working under von Karsthof Is Frit* Cras»er, also 
of the Oermnn Legation, In regular oontnot with Oerman 
agents from Tangier, Paris, Madrid and elsewhere. 

Both von Karsthof and Cramer maintain direot touoh 
with agents In the United Kingdom and in the United States. 
Among these agents are Brno Fuleiki, a Hungarian citizen, 
and Cornelias fault, a Dutch national (who was found at 
Bermuda In possession of a wireless transmitter). Another 



ag«nt li Otto Merekl, who, unilk« tod Earsthof am cramer, 
dooa not posaesa any diplomatic oover. Ha la known to Hot* 
aant agents to tfaa Onltad Kingdom. 

Apart from these ganaral aotlvltlea, von Karathaf 
la known to have anbornad Portugnaaa cltlaana In tha Col- 
onlaa to raport on Internal political affair a. Undar hi a 
dlractlon, noveaenta of Portuguese troops and tranaporta 
ara ragularly raportad by clandaatlna mathoda. 

All thaaa aotlrltlaa ara organlsad undar tha gan¬ 
aral dlraotlon of ton Karathof. Thara la, however, arother 
organisation working lndapandantly In Portugal anS raport- 
lng on lntamal Portuguasa affalra direct to Hlmalar. Thla 
organisation haa aufflolant ramlflcatlona to be able to re¬ 
port conversations between tha Preeldent of tha Council and 
tha Brltlah Anbaaaador. There la alao evidence that It haa 
bean engaged In a eonapiracy agalnat the Brasilian Gorern- 
nant. In aaaoclatlon with 8algado and others, tha negotia¬ 
tions being carried out on Portuguese soil. 



These actlwltlas are mainly directed to espionage 
agalnat Brltlah and Allied Shipping. 

Tha director of these activities la Bans Bandlxon, 
who regularly reports on shipping movements, both those of 
Atlantic convoys and those of ships In Portuguese waters. 




HI* report* aro transmitted dlraot to tha headquarters in 
Franca of tha Luftwaffe, which taka* immediate offensive ac¬ 
tion. A111ad shipping loasa* in tha aaatarn Atlantlo haw* 
baan traced to this reporting service. 

Bandlion, who 1* frequently In Madrid, ha* a* hi* 
principal local agant in Portugal one Kuno Valtilan. Tha 
latter 1* a partner In tha fir* of Cudell A leltslen, Ltda., 
Krupp's agant* In Portugal. weltalan has an extensive net 
of agents through whoa he operates, including such Portu¬ 
guese nationals as Harlo Esteves Sotaaann, Candldo Lacaabe 
Raposo, and Carlos 8antos, all of Lisbon. These aen have 
tha task of recruiting agents and staining reports froa 
thaa in ships and in Portuguese Colonies. Their activities 
are dlreoted against British shipping. 

For the past nine aonths, Lieut. Colonel Hans Joachla 
Rudolph, head of the Oaraan sabotage organisation In the 
Iberian Peninsula, has been directing operations on Portu¬ 
guese soil against Allied shipping. He has recently re¬ 
ceived Instructions ta Intensify sabotage activities In 
Portugal. 

One of the prlaary activities of this organization 
Is the endeavor to place boubs on British and Allied ships 
aul for this purpose there are known to have been persistent 
attempts (which continue) to bribe Portuguese stevedores to 


engage in this work. 

It in known that Lieut. Colonel kudolph and hia or¬ 
ganization are diraotly reaponaible for the loaa of the 
6. 8. "Oreihead" off Mellila/ and of the trawler "Erin" 
in Gibraltar, and for many unauooeeaful attempts of this 
kind. The facilities for resldonoo and trnvol in the Pen¬ 
insula afforded to this man, and tho facilities for visit¬ 
ing him that are extended to his subordinates in Spoln, 
constitute n grave danger to British ship and their orews. 



Captain Paulo Cuaano, of tho Internetlonal Section 
of the Pollcla de Vigllnncia e Defesa do Eatado, is known, 
as long ago as last August, to have boon In contact with 
von Karsthof, head of the German espionage syotom in Port¬ 
ugal (sno A abovo). He is also known to be in regular con¬ 
tact with Kuno Weltzien (see B above). There is evidence 
that he has employed informers tocbtaln Information requested 
by tho Germans. 



The general attitude of the Germans towards Portugal 
and Portuguese economy is summarized in a telogram doted May 
2, 1941, sent from Berlin to 30FINDUS, Madrid, in connection 
with the schedule of activities planned for "FLOSS" (the nom 


de plume of tho representative for Portugal of Sofirxius). 

The text of thle telegram rendst "Removal of ell raw ma- 
lerlalo in Portugal is primary task of Floss". 

Theae activities comprise tho organizotion of 
smuggling of foodstuffs out of Portugal on a largo scalo, 
not only to Spain but for forwarding to Germany oral Itnly. 

As an example, in tho Elves district this smuggling is or¬ 
ganized by Herr Otto, the German Consul at Bndajoz. He 
visits Elvas almost evory day with an ontourogo of Span¬ 
iards and Gormans occupying fivo or six motor cars, issu¬ 
ing orders and making payments to his ngonts. On return¬ 
ing to Bndajoz in the evonlngs the cars are openly londod 
with foodstuffs. The Portuguese frontier polico have dono 
nothing to stop this. 

Large scale smuggling of this kind is aided by the 
storugo of commodities whose export is prohibited In speci¬ 
ally selected warehouses. As an example, the extensive store¬ 
houses owned by Manuel B. Vitfas, Ltda., at Vilar Formosa, 
Klvns, Beira, Oliveirlnha, otc., aro used to store, for sub¬ 
sequent export to the Axis, comnodltios such as cotton yarn, 
hides, leather, minerals, foodstuffs, edible oils and wool. 

Wolfram is also known to be smuggled out of Portugal 
by illicit methods. The Italian Legation is ono of the 
places where It is stored before shipment, and as late as 
the middle of March, 194^, that Legation exported six tons 





of solfraa (together with a substantial quantity of food¬ 
stuffs) by truck* bearing C. D. platea. A fleet of 25 
truck*, all bearing C. D. platea, is employed in thie 
smuggling by the Italian Legation. 

Among Portuguese officials *ho eork in cooperation 
*lth the organizers of these snuggling activities is Scnhor 
Neves, the Chief of Police at Evora. 
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April 21, 1942 


fOr THE pfcsmui; 

FROM: William J. Donovan 

The following mss ago was sent by Adniral 
Darlan to Henri-Haye on Saturday, April 18. 

"No. 954 Je ne refere a votre telegracaie 1303, 
concomont leo correspondances fraduleuscs signalees 
part le Depnrtenont d'Etat sur la ligne Casablanca-Fort 
de France. 

"J'ai donne les instructions lea plus precises 
et lcs plus rigoureuses 

1. Au Resident General au Maroc. 

2. A 1'Antral Robert, Haut Coooissaire 
aux Antilles, 

3. Aux Comxandant ce la Marine s 
Casablanca et a Fort de France. 

d'Exercer une surveillance de6 plus coapletes et des 
plus minutieuses sur les passagers et sur les bagages, 
tent au depart de Casablanca, cu'a l'arrivee a Fort de 
France, e l'effet de deceler toute fraude possible dans 
les transports do correspondence. 



■Veuillez informer dc ccc secures le Do partatnt 
d'Ktat an 1'assurance que la Gouv*nteoent francaia fait 
tout ca qui eat on eon pouvoir pour repondre aux erair.ten 
qu'il a exprimeoo at qui, d'aillaurs, autant qua nou8 
aachiona, ne correspondent juaqu'a a aucun fondement.• 

The following is the text of a cable received 
by Marshall Potain on April 18 from U. Charlea Peyrouton, 
French Ambassador at BuenoAiraa: 

"Partisan reaolu de la Revolution nationals, aoue 
votre haute ot indiscutee direction, il no n'est paa 
poHaible de continuer a excrcer nea foncticna sous la 
nouvelle autorite a qui voua avez confie lea responsabi- 
lites gouvemBsentales. 

"Jai done l'honneur par le present telegracae 
de vou8 adresser na deniasion. C'eat avec un grand orgueil 
que j*ai represente la France et votre personne auprer- du 
gouvernement ami, de la Kepublique Argentine. Voua pouvez 
avoir l'aasurance que je conaerverai un souvenir ecu de 
la confiance cue voua aver bien voule a'accorder, en 
nece tempa cu'un devoueoent cocplet a votre personne et 
a la partie." 
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No. 432 
April 21, 1942 
8:30 A. 14. 


FROM: Wlllia* J. Donovan 


All I know about Odo la this: Ho la a Benodlctino 
monk from tho Monastery of Bcuron, not a Franciscan. It 
happens that he Is now living at the Franciscan Monastery, 
Quincy Street, Brookland, Washington, D. C. 

The Catholic intellectuals hero who know him con¬ 
sider hla an outspokon enemy of the Basis. It was because 
of this fact that he was sent by his Abbott to Switzerland 
about 1935. While there, he was used on occasion by Pius XI, 
who liked hla, as liaison between the Vatican and the Church 
in Go many. He cane here about Septenber, 1940. He has boon 
of real aid to refugees, Christians and Jews, but it is said 


that refugee agenclos don't approve of hla. 

His best friends say, however, that ho is charac¬ 
terized by a peculiar teaporaaent. This Is attributed to 
a disease of tho thyroid. He is easily moved to ongor. 

It is said that this thyroid condition explains vivid and 

unreliable-Imagination, which causes hla to give exaggerated 

% 

reports In which ho believes. They say, further, that even 
when his reports are based on reliable sources, it Is always 
well to go to those sources In order to determine how much 
of what he has said Is real and how ouch is fantasy 
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no. 433 
April a, 1942 


8:30 A. U. 



FROM: William J. Donovan 


There has juat been brought to &y attention 
th« Ghika - Prince Otto Batter in the State 
Department. I ioaodiately sent my personal 
assistant to the State Department and instructed 
him to relate fully exactly what occurred. 

You will recall that I did not make the 
request to you about Otto, but called the natter 
to your attention at the instance of Bill 
Bullitt, then you indicated that you wished 
nothing cone, nothing was done and nothing has 
beon said. I discussed the matter with no one 
and considered the incident closed. As I told 
you, I had always refused to have anything to 
do with Otto, likewise I have always refused 
to see tckhardt, whose name was mentioned at 
the State Department today in connection with 
the matter. I only saw Otto for about five 


) 




minutes with Bullitt on this one occasion. 

The stoiy which came to the State Department 
could not’have come from us. 


"o. 434 

April 21, 1942 
6s00 P.M. 



FTOU: lilliaa J. Donovan 


The Office of the Joint Chiefs of Staff has 
asked as if, instead of using our facilities and oper¬ 
ating staff for presenting pictorially the strategical 
probleas of the war in our building to be erected, we 
would be willing to set up and operate this in the 
building of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

I told thee that I would be vary glad to do this 
and would be prepared to proceed lned lately. I assume 
that you have no objection and assure you that we will 
aake available for thee everything that we had Intended 
setting up in our own building. 

This confirms your own foresight in anticipating 
the use of and need for this a long tine ago. 



FBO U: Williaa J. Donovan 


Would you think it fan tan tic, and if 
not, la it feasible to have soaeons who in 
cloa# at hand in Victy talk with Darlan? 

Hia noae mint be greatly out of joint 
at thin »o ratal. That being true, would it 
be possible to suggest southing along the 
line of putting hia in couand of that 
particular unit of an Allied fleet. Men 
disappointed in their aabitions have gone 
such further than that. 
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April 21, 1942 
6:00 P.U. 



FROM: I ill law J. Donovan 


Ton will recall that bom tioe ago I 
•ant you bom c o—in icationa fron Mr. Malcoln 
R. Lovell relating to interviews Hi had with 
Dr. Bans Thoneon before our entry into the 
war. 

I now send you a letter which I hava juat 
racaivad froa Mr. Lovell relating to bin recent 
conversation with Colonel Bertrand-Vigne, 
Counsellor of tha French Eabassy. 


MALCOLM R. LOVELL 

£6 CAST SOU 8TRCCT 
NEW YORK 


April I7th, 1942. 


Dear Colonel Donovan, 

I talked today with Colonel 
Bertrand-Vigne, Counsellor of the French Bubaasy. 
He had phoned to me while he waa recently at 
Oyater Bay, visiting with Mra. Theodore Roosevelt, 
3r.* but 1 had been unable to see him while he 
there* As you know. Colonel Bertrand Vigne and 
1 are old and close friends, Since, if Henry- 
Haye is n reoalled for consultation". Colonel 
Bertrand Vigne will be Charge d»Affaires, these 
remarks may have interest for the Stato Depart¬ 
ment* 


Colonel Bertaand Vigne 

said,"Wo believe the war in Europe will be over 
this year (1942). The cataclysmic assault, when 
it comes, will be so overwhelming that nothing 
will be able to stand in its path." 

"Russia will make peace 

this year. She will say that,"Britain and the 
United States have done lettle of importance 
and have suffered defeat after defeat, while she, 
Russia, has borne the brunt of the war. She has 
defeated the Oermans during the winter(so she will 
claim) and has proved her valor and courage. 
Failure of her allies makes it neoessary for her 
to arrange a peace." " 


Cel. Bertrand Vigne con¬ 
tinued," AJ1 the blame for this peace will be 
placed by Russia on the shoulders of Great Bri¬ 
tain and the United States." 


Cordially yours 

Colonel William J.Donovan 
Ce-ordinator of Information 
Bureau of Co-ordination of Information 
Washington, D.O. 
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April 21, 1942 
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FROM: Vllliaa J. Donovan 


You light bo interested In looking at 
the attached waoranduo which la an account 
of the relations of Ceneral Robert Odlc with 
the Free French and deGaulle. 


For fl fl^i^ir?K b !ri J ? dl0, / OI ? erly of th « French Air 
5? JJhn w?ifJ h <^ 0a 25? er I#y jP nd i interviewed by 

eral J hJd A ^ ril 7 - T* 1 ® *en- 

JvSS?!?* 0 ??* t0 # t il®,? n i t ® <1 States in November, 1941, on 

** t 1(m °f 2 nited J Sta tes officials, WTien the resig- 
S en f^ W ®/?“d was announced. Odic issued a 

5rHv«d a hnni a r d f by rv l ffiS U Ji iea of trana Port"tion, and he 
?£ in th 5 ?? ited States on April 4. The following 

is the substance of the report which he gave to Mr. Wiley g 
a2Jti n ?hI°?if, hifl f r® a °tions to the London soene. It supple- 
aents the information contained in the memorandum of April 9 

anv C kioSlii^ n of a ?hf nd h ,ra8 Pf®P®^ d b ® f o™ the Generated 
on/ knowledge of the change in the government at Viohy. 


1a_ Ge n era l Q d i e's attit ude toward v<m.v 

When he made his declaration of allegiance to the forces 
of the Free French on November 29, 1941, it was not the aot of 
one who repented of having followed the politios of Viohy. 
Rflthor, it affirmed the continuance of a practical course of 
resistance to Germany which until then had been carried out in 
an area where France, militarily vanquished, had nevertheless 
been able to invoke the clauses of the armistice to defend such 
independence as was left to her, and in particular to maintain 
the fleet and so much of the Bipire as was outside the grasp of 
Germany. 

General Odio had been in a position to observe the evolu¬ 
tion of Nazi pressure on Tiohy, and the effect of Nazi propa¬ 
ganda on certain aeabers of the government. The resignation of 
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General Weygand, under whose orders he had been serving for 
a year, and the announcement of the next interview between 
Marshal Petain and Chancellor Hitler aeened to his characteris¬ 
tic events which left no doubt that the party favoring an 
alliance with Gernany had gained the aacendonoy. The irremediable 
he feared, wae about to be committed. In these circumstances 
it aeeaed indispensable that Prench publio opinion should ooa- 
pel, or at least facilitate, the Government's retreat fron 
its posture of abdication. 

The General was convinced that this manifestation was not 
in vain, since the Hitler-Petain interview was postponed and 
then abandoned. The delays thus won, moreover, made possible 
the evolution of opinion following the Russian shift from the 
defensive to the offensive and the entrance of the United States 
into the War. 

The Vichy government, as a result, seemed to have returned 
to a finer attitude toward German demands. The problem today, 
as it has been all along, remains essentially that of extending 
this attitude, until the tiae when France, without committing 
suioide, oan resume an active role in support of her former 
allies. 

The General thus found himself, he asserted, in complete 
agreement with the policy of the United States toward France. 
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He believed that the value of that polioy had been justified 
by ita results. 

£a_ Iha-Goaurttl'a attitude toward th » Free y T ^h 
’ In going to London, General Odio hod been oonv'inood that 
his opinions ooinoided with those of General deGoulle. He 
supposed that de Gaulle's raovoaent professed to be nothing else 
than a provisional representation of France, neoesuarily dis¬ 
avowed by the Government, but faithful to tho country. France, 
it. seemed to hi’% hod need of such a representation - o spiritual 
oenter for its ho»es of deliverance, a syabol under whioh the 
basic unity of all the Fronoh people would be fostered. Franoo 
needed, moreover, an organization oareful to dissipate the mis¬ 
conceptions which the German polioy oleverly multiplies, firm in 
safeguarding the interests, profoundly real, whioh she holds in 
common with the United Nations. 

In the General's opinion the value of suoh an organization was 
the greater as iranoe represented more than intellectual forces, 
the ruin of whioh was to be regarded with pity. Although Franoe, 
exposed without sufficient arms to the agression of the 
dictators, woe overcome, hor youth has been regenerated. They 
have been recalled from a twenty years' pursuit of materialism. 

So it is in the occupied zone, where hate of the invader has 
aroused the spirit of resistance and revitalized the sentiment 


of duty and the virtue of sacrifice. So it ie in the unoooupied 
zone, where the education of youth ie oarried forward in a 
frame of questionable principles but of undoubted effectiveness. 
It must be reaenbered that the France of tomorrow will reappear 
in conditions analogous to those in whieh', of tor 1913, Germany 
found in the depths of her misery a youth movement fanatically 
dedicated to action, regardless of its aim. 

The long-range problem which faces the deaocraoios is to 
avoid those errors which might place the youth of Franoe in the 
enemy oaap. The more immediate objective is to koep the floet 
and empire outside of the “ex-man grasp. The democracies will 
be wise if they provide for their own support at the time when 
the balance sheet of military operations shows to their favor. 

The General emphasized his desire to present faots in the 
striot spirit of on observer, only relating those events of whioh 
he had been an eyewitness or of whose validity he had definite 
proof. 

He did not consider it a dejnrture from this attitude to 
avow the undeniable impression, gained on his arrival in London, 
that de Gaullism represents something quite different from the 
symbol of French resistance to “eman oppression. Again and 
again he was confronted by one basic question: "Is it against 
Germany that de Gaulle is waging war - or is it against Vichy?" 



Other questions inevitably followed: 

Why had not the Frenoh people in London rallied behind 
General de Gaulle? Why, on the contrary, did they aake ao evi¬ 
dent their estrangement from the movement, if not their frank 
hostility to it, that the General found it necessary to draw a 
sharp line between the Free French and the de Gaullista? 

Why in the army itaelf did a number of French officers, 
particularly capable, prefer serving in inferior ranks with the 
British to serving with the de Gaullist forces? 

Why did the review La •"ranee ^ibre tako its stand in op¬ 
position to the movement of which it should be the spokesnan? 

One was driven to the inevitable conclusion, said General 
Odic, that de Gaulliso is simply the expression of one man's 
ambition. 

The General's primary intention was to hold himself aloof 
from all de Gaullist activity, though remaining on polite terns 
for the sake of French unity. He felt compelled, nevertheless, 
to state the danger which the de Gaullist movement presented to 
the general conduot of the war. 

Apart from the civil conflict to be foreseen in France, the 
efforts made to exploit and aggravate the tension existing be¬ 
tween Great Britain and Vichy would already have led to war be¬ 
tween them had not the United States maintained its representa¬ 
tion at Vichy. The danger of such e war persists. 



The General realized that in the circumatanoea he oould not, 
oloae hia eyea to quarrels of far aore than peraonal significance. 
Without joining any party, he therefore liatened to the state¬ 
ments of all alike. He alao held interviews with auch qualified 
thglishaen aa doaired to know hia opinion, not concoaling fron 
thorn the gravity of the aituation nor the urgent neoeeeity to 
remedy it. On the other hand, he refueod auch intervention aa 
might have ohanged hia poaition from that of witneaa to partisan. 
In particular he had not felt able to reply to aolicitationa 
for the propoeal of a aolution. 

Hia own reputation, the u enerHl believed, might have eaved 
him from ohargea of ambition or intrigue; but aa the gueat of 
the United Statea he thought it better to remain clear of even 
the taint of auapioion in regard to a question which touched 
the intereata of the United States aa we 1 aa of Great Britain'. 

Accordingly, in English circlea he dwelt rather on the 
material and moral aituation of franoe aa they might influence- 
pre8ent and future relatione, rather than discoursing on the 
errors of Garlton Garden - a subject that was quite unpleasant 
to him. 

4. iatflrrteir with ds G anlle. 

The day of his arrival in London, December 12, 1941, Odio 
had a first interview with General de Gaulle. He was immediately 
offered the post of Commander-in-Chief of all military, naval, 
and air forces in Africa. 



General Odio pointed out to de Gaulle that he desired no 
post. To one who had been a high officer of the legion of Honor 
and a General for more than fire years with an amy command 
during the war, a command of non-exietent troops in a secondary 
theater of operations would risk diminishing his usefulness 
rather than affirming it. For himself he asked only to be 
taken into account by the Free 1’rench so far as conformed 
to the propositions that had been made to him in «*ashington. 

^n that way he hoped to be an ancnyrous and helpful influence 
in the American war effort. 

Such on action, General Gdic maintained, corresponded to 
the friendship which America, by many sifpnl ccts, hed hold out 
to France since 1914. *t *as not, perhaps, the course best 
calculated to serve his own advantage, but it was enough if 
his country should be helped thereby to win sympathies of 
which it would one day have need. 

What had concerned General Odic in coming to London was 
less his own fate than the question of France* s resinning her 
place in the war, when circumstances would at last pernit it. 

He was anxious, therefore, to give formal assurance to 
deGeulle that under the proconsulship of General K'eygand 
military end navel bases had been vigorously kept from Ger¬ 
man hands. That was more important, he maintained, than the 



military weight of forces inefficient in number and lacking 
modern eras. The problem, as he saw it, was to prepare these 
arms and to create a situation in which they could become ef¬ 
fective, rather than to indulge in untimely actiona, the out¬ 
come of which would be the very thing that all were anxious 
to avoid - namely, a German occupation. 

General deGnulle's reply to this statement was that he 
did not want Odio to work for the Anerioan Government, and 
that the suggested nethod of defending North Africa did not 
correspond to the position which he had taken. General V.’eygand, 
like Marshal Petain, was a traitor who ought to be shot. 

General Odic realized that there was no further use in 
explaining his stand. Proa that nowant he was resolved to 
withdraw as quietly as possible. Odic satisfied himself, there¬ 
fore, with the reply that he did not share deGaulle's opinion. 



Two days later General Odio net deGeulle again, having 
established relations, according to deGaulle's request, with 
the National Committee. 

Being asked to give his opinion of the organization, Odio 
did not hesitate to affirc that the Coaaittee was devoid of 
figures of any standing, and thet it seened to hin in no way 
representative of France. 
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General deGaulle was inolincd to agree, remarking that 
it was not hia fault if hia loaderahip had not in all oaaoa 
been followed. 

The evidenoe (aa Genoral Odio remarked to Mr. Wiley) 
made it impossible to aooept that reply without reservn- 
tiona. One was led to inquire whother the qualified authori- 
tieo had not beon ayatematioolly di8Corded in the fear of 
their beooming rivals and whether the formation of the com¬ 
mittee had not been determined on the prinoiple that its mem- 
bora should owe everything to the master and be altogether 
attaohed to his fortunes. 

However that might be, Odio oonfirmod hia refusal of a 
military command. Genoral deGaulle then informed him that 
he would give hia the head of on important military aiosion 
which he was organizing in Washington. 

Withholding a dofinite answer until he could return to 
the United StateB, Odio made no objection to the offer. 

Su- Third Iatarvifia with deGaulle 

After several informal meetings, during one of whioh tho 
General issued the demand that no one was ever to soy that 
France had had no alternative but to accept the armistice, 
Odio had his lest interview with deGaulle on February 3. 

The question of deGaulle's political orientation being 
raised, Odic expressed his astonishment that de Gaulle should 
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not strive to narrow the breaohea whioh were being opened from 
day to day among the French, end to unite then under the banner 
of national liberation. Odio made clear the sentiments of high 
authorities, civil and military, who were sworn enemies of colla¬ 
boration, and whose present positions in France and North Africa 
were a bulwark against collaboration, eminently valuable, if not 
indispensable, to the war effort of the United Nations. He deemed • 
it vital to preserve oontact with these men, he said, so that they 
would be ready, when the time came, to take up the fight at the 
side of the Free Frenoh. 

Odic thereupon received what he termed a stupefying answer: 
"Since you think in this way, you have only to return to Africa 
and I will make war upon you." 

"L. -I/Airtuxe Mufifllier 

When General Odic arrived in London he did not see Admiral 
Muselier who had already left on a cruiser for American waters. 
According to 0dic f s version of the affair, Muselier, during his 
voyage to America, received a telegram from deGeulle ordering 
him, under threat of penalty, to occupy St. Pierre and Miquelon. 

Replying to objections raised by the Admiral, deGeulle af¬ 
firmed that the occupation order was part of an agreement with 
England, an agreement which did not in fact exist. The English 
government, on the contrary, had received assurance that the 
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enterprise would not be undertaken. That assurance had no value, 
according to deGoulle, because it was not written. 

Enlightened on his return to London ns to the origins of 
the affair, Admiral Muselier considered himself obligated to 
protest by offering his resignation from the National Committee. 

He intended, nevertheless, to maintain his oommand of the naval 
foroes. 

Tho reply of Ceneral deGaulle to this gesture of independ¬ 
ence on the part of a member of tho National Committee was tho 
dismissal of Muselier from his naval command. 

Challenged on the regularity of such a move, General deGaulle 
sentenced Muselier to thirty days imprisonment, seeking assurance 
from the British that tho sentonoe would be exeouted. That assur¬ 
ance was not given. The officers of the naval force hod in the 
meantime declared themselves loyal to the Admiral. At the time 
of General Odic's departure from London more than thirty resigna¬ 
tions from the deGoulle movement hod already been framed by the 
London officers.* The Genorol hod not been able to verify reports 
that the protest had spread to the sailors. He was unwilling, 
moreover, to say anything of events that had occurred since his 

* British sources state that eotuolly only four officers resigned 
from the Free French Naval force. 




departure on Maroh 22. 

In addition to consenting on the danger to dieoipline 
implicit in these manifestations, General Odic revealed his 
oonfirmed impression that the fcjglish Admiralty was far from 
being unfavorably inclined toward Muselier. He went so far 
as to suggest that their friendly attitude toward him implied 
the following considerations: 

a general criticism of the deGaulle movement and its pro¬ 
cedures ; 

approval of Admiral Ifuselier's demand that the French 
lows be applied to the deGaulle forces to check a regime of 
personal deorees; 

condemnation of General deGaulle for having bribed the 
ohief code clerk in order to learn, the contents of certain 
telegrams exchanged between Muselier and his chief of staff. 

In c i de n t of t he L vl iaa supnlifig 

In I&igland's critical situation, public opinion in Lon¬ 
don was particularly excited by the report that provisions 
of war were being sent by the French to Rosnel. 

General Odic, for his part, considered it likely that 
Vichy had suffered from a renewed lack of firmness; but he be¬ 
lieved the incident wes at most a gesture, defended by Germany 
as a means of compromising the Vichy government and of foster- 
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ing the dissensions from whioh it was hoped that total colla¬ 
boration would emerge. It was evident, moreover, that the 
outoorae of the operations in Lybia had in no way been deter¬ 
mined by suoh supplies as were sent. 

General Odic had been compelled to notice, nevertheless, 
the policy followed by Carlton Garden on the occasion. In the 
London press everything possible was done to aggravate British 
feeling. A report, doubtful in its nature, probably inspired 
by the Germans, was exploited by every means and used to inten¬ 
sify bitterness between Great Britain and the French people. 

2*- The fiuflgjfln brQfldcnftt, 

"Le Broadcast Russe" is the name given by London oiroles 
to General deGaulle's radio address of December, delivered at 
the moment of the difficult situation created by the occupation 
of St. Pierre and Miquelon. 

All parties joined gladly in a tribute to the magnificent - 
Russian resistance and to the will which, during the past twenty 
years, has made it possible. The uneasiness aroused in London, 
which certainly was echoed in France, was not caused by this 
tribute, but by the form of its presentation; silence on the 
Ehglish endurance which had made possible the Russian stand, 
and implicit condemnation of the democratic tradition of the 
Western world. 


For the light which it throws on General deGaulle's 
intentiona, both in regard to the war and the peaoe, the 
"Broadcast Ruase" deserres a study beyond the scope of the 
present discussion. 
liL_Cflnclimifia 

It had not been possible, General Odic oonoluded, to 
remain apart from these •rents. Yet the opinions which he 
had formed in London were derived from the position of an 
impartial observer which he had striven to maintain. Today, 
in the some spirit, he would withhold judgments. He would 
only add his conviction that the London officials understood 
the failure of the present French movement, both on the 
military and political levels. In a large measure they 
had been responsible for that movement. How, unquestion¬ 
ably, they ore seeking a solution. 

The extent to which the Anerican Governnent should 
concern itself in the problem, General Odic was not prepared 
to soy. 



Ho. S-23 
April 22, 194i 



FHOM: Killian J. Eonovan 


The following ia tlie text of a neasage 
sent yesterday by the French Charge d'Affaires 
at Bueno3 Aires who replaced the Aabasaador 
there: 

■J'ai l'honneur de voue signaler qu'une 
nisaion espagnole vient d'arriver a Buenos 
Ayres pour realiaer avec la Republique 
Argentine des accords de troc d'une part, 
et des accords conccrnnnt l'etabliaaeoent 
d'une ligne aerienne Ssprgne-Argentine 
d'autre part.* 




No. 438 
April 22, 194* 
6:00 P.54. 
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FROM: William J. Donovan 


Dr. Carleton Hayes, whom I have known 
for a good many years, caire in to see me yester¬ 
day. He had read ny memorandum regarding Spain 
and that general area and wanted to discuss the 
situation with me. I told him that we would be 
glad to give him aid in whatever field we could, 
just as we have done with Mr. MacVeagh. 

In view of my long continued feeling 
that Spain was bound up with the whole South 
American situation I know it will be of amusement 
to you that he was told t.iat "it was shameful" 
that we had done no propaganda work in Spain. I 
am not going to complain to you about these things. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINOTON 

4pril 23, 1942. 

IffiCORAXDOM FOR 

COLOXEL DOBOVA! 

I... I rfppror., Lf you fltst . . 
gst tho approval of ths floor*tary 
or Ubdor floorotary of BUU. 


F. D. R. 



“FROM: William J. Donovan 


Two months ago I received an inquiry froa a member of 
th# Communist Party in th# United States asking if I was 
willing to aocept information froa Communist aourcea as one 
of their contributions toward the dofcat of the Axis. I 
replied that I would accept inforaation froc any American 
sincerely and loyally on the side of the United States. 

I delegated Colonel ftixton to Beet their representative, 
a Mr. Gone Dennis. We learn froa other sources that Dennis 
is a prooinent leader in the Aaerican Communist Party. 

We have received aaterial through this source, some of 
it foreign intelligence and considerable inforaation concern¬ 
ing various Axis agents here and abroad. 

The material relating to subversive aotivity has been 
turned over promptly to the FBI, without disclosing the 
identity of our source, since we have mutually agreed to 
treat the relationship in a confidential manner until we 
agree otherwise. 

Dennis has made a statement which I regard as sufficiently 
important to bring to your attention. He states that there 


are aone 3,000 anti-Axia Spaniards in thie heaiaphere with 
whoa he ia in touoh. He haa conferred with their leadera 
and they have requested hia to offer the Aaerican Government 
the following plan: 

They will furniah two Spanierde as their representatives. 
They suggest that ona nan be aant to Spain via Liabon 
and the other to Franoe ria Marseilles. 

Theae nen wiah to maintain liaiaon in Spain and France 
with our representative now in Liabon or auch representa¬ 
tive as we nay have in Franoe. 

Dennia aaya further that in Spain they are ready to give 
ue any of the foll<ming types of assistance. 

1. General and special information. 

2. Furniah at our direction, individuals 
for propaganda, sabotage, or any other 
special assignment requested. 

3. Dennis states flatly that hia group 
could, if given sufficient notice, 
concentrate and put at the disposal 
of the United States a trained arsed 
force up to 15,000 aen. He says that 
such a force can be made available 
pronptly in Northern Spanish provinces. 


In view of the preeent situation in Franoe it aeema to 
be deeirable to aooept these contacts at onoe and to spot 
these representatives at the earliest possible date. 

Do you approve? I don't need to tell you that tine is 
desperately valuable. 


No. 440 
April 22, 1942 
6:00 P.U. 


JgMPRANPOII FOR TH T. PKT.TTttBT. 

FROM: William J. Donovan 

I have previously sent you word of our operation 
in North Africa. Yesterday we received the following 
word froa the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

"At their meeting on April 20th, the United States 
Joint Chiefs of Staff discussed dispatches received 
by the Coordinator of Infonution from Lieu tenant 
Colonel Eddy, Assistant Naval Attache at Tangier, re¬ 
commending the shipment of military materiel to French 
Morocco. 

"After careful consideration of these dispatches 
and other pertinent information on the subject, the 
United States Joint Chiefs of Staff viewed unfavorably 
the proposal to furnish war materials to French Morocco 
at this time. They are, however, in accord with the 
policy of expending funds judiciously for the purpose 


of initiating and Maintaining guerilla opposition in 
that area.• 

In viea of this we will have to proceed by the 
spending of money ahich I have already advised you 
we have been doing. I think it Most important that 
we maintain our activity there. 


lo. 441 
April 23, 1942 
6:00 P.U. 


Mfc*EABWM PQB fflfi flgSiflais 

FHOM: Willian J. Donovan 

Sonet inc on on afternoon drive would you be inter¬ 
ested in seeing sooething of the special training we 
have under way? For exaaplo: 

1. The use of plastics in deaolition 
work. 

2. Training in unarmed coabat. 

We have on instructor who was with the Snanghai 
police for years and is especially good in that kind 
of instruction. 

■e now have 17 sen who have graduated froa the 
British schools in SO work and we are Baking use of 
then in developing a course of instruction in our 
own schools. 


8-24 

April 24, 1942 


MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 
From WiIlian J. Donorar. 

, • 

Tha following sassages ware sent by Henrl-Hay 

yesterday: 

1. "La Departeaent d'Etat vient da no falra connaltre 
qu'oucune decision definitive ne pouvait aalntenant intarvenir 
an ca qul concarne la transport das nllltaires at das marina 
aur le pnrcours Casablanca-Fort-de Franca.. 

"II an ost da none au sujat da la cargaison du 
Mont-Evcrest at du depart da ce batlaent. 

"J'ai toutafols lo sentiment qu'il r.e s'aglt quo d«une 
perlode transltoiro do nauvaiso humour. Us Etats-Unis, an effet, 
tant du fait dos garantios qua la gouvernecent francais lour 
a donnees at du fait da la presence d'obsorvatours nonbreux 
aux Antilles, on Afrique occidantala, au *oroc ot on Afriqua 
du Nord, un interet.de premier ordre, encore accru pur les 
considerations nilltalres, a laisser se retabllr le traflc 
naritlne sans lequel la presence^d'observatours sur nos 
terrioires ne se concevrait plus. 

2 . "yuestionne par les Joumalistes a sa conference 

de presse au sujet des relations franco-asericaines M. Corael 
Hull s'est contents de renvoyer ceux-ci aux declarations qu'ils 
avait deja faites l'annee demiere au nois de mai, aeclarations 


> 
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que J'avals eu 1'occasion do aettre lacedlatenant au point, 
par une declaration falte a la presse. 

"La Secretaire d'EUt a et4, cooae d'habitude fort 
cod^re et fort courtols dans ses propos. 

"Questlonno aujourd'hul aur les demissions de certains 
^ombres du personnel de l'Anbassade, H. Cordel Hull s'est contents 
de repondre qu'll avait eu 1'occasion a oalntes reprises, dans 
lo passe, de falre connaltre plelnooent son opinion au peuple 
amerlcaln." 

3. "Dans le dlacours prononce par Votro Excellence 
le 20 avrll, Je releve dos critiques aussl vlves qu'elles 
3ont Justlfiees contra 1'effort de guerre des drltannlques. 

"Je oe peraets de signaler a' toutes fins utiles, a 
Votre rjcceller.ce qua les susceptibilltes acericalnes A l'egard 
de leurs Allies sont, pour le ooaent, des plus vlves, surtout dans 
lo aonde official et plus spcclalecent dans 1'entourage du 
President." 



No.442 

April 24, 1942 
12100 N on 

MfiM.QRA.NPUH YQR THE PRESIDENT 
FROM: William J. Donovan 

Wo found.that oharge had boon made that our re¬ 
broadcast oVor BBC was British in origin. To countoract 
any auoh contention wo have taken tho following measures. 

1. BBC will doscrlbo our broadcasts as coming 
from Amorica by telophone and they will bo cl nrly labeled 
os "America Calling Finland". 

2. In oach of the programs robroodcost In this way, 
wo will use tho voice of s neone prominent who is known to 
bo In Amorica. Last weok wo usud an actual recording by 
the most prominent Finnish composor, Teuno Hannlkalnen, who 
Is at present In Boston and known through Finland to bo In 
the United Btatos. 

3. On our short wnvo programs to Finland in Finnish 
ovor WBOS, wo are describing tho rebroadcost program In an 
effort to build up an audience for It. 

4- We havo asked the State Department to communicate 
to Helsinki the tlmo at which tho broadcust will bo retrans¬ 
mitted each week so that the dally bulletin of events, issued 
by the American Legation In Finland, can include montion of it. 

This will mako it difficult if not impossible to deny 
tJiat it is not our broadcast. 


No. 443 

April 24, 1942 
12 Noon 


mQFAMTO m m asirsiT 

FROM: Willinn J. Donovan 


frre Curie cone in to aee ae yesterday. 
She has an interesting story, especially con¬ 
cerning Russia where she got to the front, I 
believe,on four occasions. 


You cay want to talk with her. 


No. 444 
April 25, 1942 
6:90 A.U. 


HEHWANMM m Xfc PfiffiMEffli 

FROU: William J. Donovan 

The following report we have obtained through our 
source in Sweden, and I thought you might want to read 
it: 

■The upper classes here are very scared of the 
Soviets, and inclined to feel, were Finland victorious, 
that she should extend her frontier to Murmansk, thus 
eliminating any chance of Russia's creating a lapp 
state. More informed people feel, however, that Russia 
must necessarily dominate the Eastern Baltic. ’Stalin" 

(by Gren) is much read in Stockhold. He feels the 
Soviet leader is an ambitious man, who might agree to 
a negotiated peace if that were necessary to keep him 
in power. In that case, the Russian army might lose heart 
as in 1918. 

"So far as France is concerned, people here don't 
think Laval will succeed in conciliating public opinion. 



Ab for Bulgaria, there is a great conviction that Boris 
will send few, if any, soldiers to the Eastern Front. 

"From Germany, there is much loose talk about our 
President, now that he has gotten control over Britain 
wanting to secure the mastery of the whole earth. Also 
there is a hope that with tho Nazis gone, Germany might 
be able to unite with the Allies to defeat the Asiatics. 

"With terrific casualties, and food shortages getting 
worse (with no help expected from the Ukraine for a long 
time), morale in sagging in Germany. There is no talk 
about invading Britain. The hope is to drag the war on 
to a stalemate by breaking through the blockade by way 
of either Suez or the Caspian Sea. If this is not done 
this year, Germany's situation will be really serious. 
There is a great feeling that Britain is wasting her time 
in bombing France and Germany, when the real issue is 
whether the Russian and Libyan fronts will be able to 
hold. There is also the feeling that Allied forces are 
spread too thin. The outcome of the next few months' 
operations will be awaited with the greatest tension 
and anxiety here." 





Ho. 445 
April 25, 1942 
8:30 A. U. 



FROM: Willinn J. Donovan 


The following information haa been received rom a 
Norwegian who escaped from Norway on February 17, 1942. He 
is considered to be completely trustworthy. 

"Food conditions not as serious as usually believed; 
little danger of premature revolts because people recognize 
necessity of waiting; underground still operating successfully; 
Britinh Commando attacks not popular because of reprisals and 
useless destruction; Quisling membership small and despised 
even by the Germans; very small per cent of the people still 
have radios but most of the population still get news through 
regular underground newspapers; wages high but no foreign labor 
German troops in Bergen vicinity about 8000, morale very low; 
present troops are untrained, either very young or middle aged; 
very few planes in Bergen area but coast defenses and patrols 
are strong; believes present Norwegian Government-in-Exile 
will have to resign at end of war; Oscar Torp perhaps only 
minister that is popular enough to remain; Germans are raising 
a cruiser and repairing a destroyer in Bergen harbor; they are 
also truning out a corvette every two weeks at a factory in 

Bergen; maps showing important places mentioned in report are 
attached." 


MiliQBAKTOit FOR THE PRESIDENT 
FROM: William J*. Donovan 


No. 446 
April 25, 1942 
8:30 A.M. 




Th© following is th© Britiah Political Warfar© 
Exooutive weekly analysis of Gornan hoao propaganda 
doted April 23, 1942: 

"Although military ©rents at present are on a auch 
grander aoale than formerly, Hitler's birthday was played 
up as intenairely as in 1940 and 1941. The line whioh 
Goebbels touched in 1940 but not in 1941: 'the Lonely 
Fuehrer' was wired on a auch greater scale. To this 
wes added 'the suffering Fuehrer' with the result of a 
pioture of 'a Christ who suffers only for Germans'. 

Hitler was not widely described as infallible this year. 
No comparisons were drawn with 1941. Much was said about 
Hitler as 'the Serior of Germany', but little about New 
Order in Europe and the World. 

"Directires about Russia are: (a) iinphaaize that 
large-scale operations are impossible right now because 
of thaw conditions; (b) As to where or when offensive will 
take place, avoid making any exact suggestions. 


* 
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"Main linea on aubjeot of Allied offenaive are: (a) While 
they are atill engaged in Russia, Germans hare nothing to fear 
from a aeoond front; (b) largely beoauae of shipping shortage 
Britain cannot launoh an offensive; (o) if offenaive ia launohed 
by Britain, it will be a concession reluctantly given to Soviet 
proasure and will be undertaken with no regard to strategic 
considerations and deatined to instant disaster; (d) British 
aerial offensive dismissed as costly propaganda raids locking 
any ailitary value; (e) to desoribe fortifications on European 
cooat new phrase Wilkingerburgen haa been coined. 

"Directives regarding the Mediterranean are: (a) in this 
major theatre of war Britain is on the defensive because (b) 
Gorman air and submarine attack rather than Italian fleet 
ootion. 

"Probably because of lack of interest among Germans very 
little emphasis ia plaoed on Britain's unfavorable world 
strategic situation. This week there ia very little attention 
to India. Raids on Japan minimized. About China there ia al¬ 
most a complete blank. 

"On subject of France, Germans are told: (a) in the gov¬ 
ernment there has been a big change; (b) Laval, who is moderate¬ 
ly praised, holds top position; (o) France is thereby given an 
opportunity to become more constructive. No representation that 


•ir? 



a ohange of heort has oome over Frenoh people. 

"Neither the shooting of hostages at Rouen nor Quisling's 
ultiantum to Norwegian teuohers mentioned." 
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FROMi Wllllan J. Donoran 


Xou *111 renanber that tha day 1 returned hone fro* 
tha Kidd la last, I said thla to you* "Unless *hat Z aay la 
undaratood, tha fight of tha snail nation* of thla world *111 
rut ba umaratood. While thaaa ana 11 nation* look upon 
Churchill aa tha fraat dafandar, they look upon you aa tha 
great liberator". Aa an example, Z told you of being In tha 
front poaltlona of tha Oraak aoldlara and on tha forward po¬ 
sition* of the Albanian Mountain*, and In each of thoao po¬ 
altlona, whether tha nan ware with tha artillery or In tha 
dugouta or In tha hoapltala, on each occaalon they gawa 
thraa cheers for Oraaco, three cheer* far Anarloa and thraa 
ohaara for Rooaawalt. It la with that In mind that Z an 
sealing you a nenorandua prepared by one of our nan and 
aant to na, which Z attach hereto. 




WAR OF LIBERATION 

The President has asked for • name for this struggle, 
which embraces Its significance and at the same time narks the 
distinction between this and the *orld 

The words "War of liberation* suggest thecselves 
Instinctively and the more the words are analysed the more 
appropriate the none becomes. 

The suboorged states of Europe, Including France, 
are living on the hope of llberotlon. The clandestine newspaper 
of France Is called "Liberation". The U.8.B.R. Is fighting for 
the liberation of Its territory froc foreign Invasion. The 
Anglo-Saxon peoplos are fighting to be liberated fron the fear 
of predatory powers without scruple. In the Far East, we have 
promised Independence to the Philippine people, Cripps has 
promised It to the Indians; the struggle to resist Japan there¬ 
fore becomes for these lands as for China, truly a war of liberation. 

To the German minds as well, the words "War of 
Liberation" has a special significance. The magnificent struggle 
of Prussia In 1806 under Stein and “arder.berg, is a period of 
history of which every German Is proud. Germany pulled itself 
out of despair and humiliation by its own boot-straps, by a 
conscious national effort which bocace known as the "Befrelungskrleg" 
the "War of Liberation". *crhaps at long last this war as well 
can be for them a war of liberation, liberation from Nazi gangs 
anu Nazi control. 




\ 


\ 
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Up to the present, the United **atlons have lacked 
a unified platform; resistance to agression, fear of the arsed 
might of Germany and Japan, these things are not enough, they 
are too negative, they typify only too veil the piecemeal 
and Ineffectual resistance of the early days of the struggle. 

The word "democracy" has only Halted appeal, to large sections 
of the world it Is "a dream and not even a beautiful dream". 

The rights of the Individual are of far more importance to the 
Anglo-Saxon and Westem-turopean, than to the other enormous 
sections of the world. 

But the word "liberation” appoals to all. Whatover 
the peculiarities of the people, they want to be liberated 
from foreign control and from fear. It is a dynamic word - it 
typlflos the result of each foot of advance wo naao - liberation 
follows in our wake. Our disparate nations and peoples can 
unite on this thesis, not only unite, but march in Crusade, 
inspired by a positive, vital and dynamic conception. 

I need not point out the propaganda advantages of such 
a slogan, nor the innumerable changes that could be rung in 
variation of its many aspects. 
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Z thought you would bo interested in tbo following 
quotation froa "Moscow far Diary", by Alexander Worth, a 
British war oorreepondent, In his book deallnc "1th the 
Russian war Just published. Zt can be found at page 105i 


■Much depenis on whether, after the war. the 
Coamlntern will be allowed to play any part in Eur¬ 
opean affairs. Zt has seldoa done Russia's na¬ 
tional policy any good, and often a lot of hara, 
notably In Germany and France, and has played Into 
the hanls of Fascists and reactionaries. But the 
Cooeslntern Is one thine, atkl Sovietism Is another. 

The post-war competition (and the ultimate choice 
for Poles, Czechs, and seen Gormans) may be not be¬ 
tween capitalism and Cowmlsm, but between two 
forms of democracy - capitalist democracy and 
Soviet democracy (with a progressive application 
of the Stalin Constitution). Here there Is room 
for give-and-take, and for rapprochement between 
these Ideologies. Zt Is Important to prevent a 
clash, and to prevent rivalrlms in Europe over the 
adherence of this or that country to one of the two 
Ideologies. The social regimes of both England and 
Russia are going to evolve In the course of this war) 
they may become very similar In many respects, with 
Britain becoming more 'socialist' (In the wide sense 
of the word) and Russia adopting more and more of 
those democratic liberties which her people would 
welcome and which they will expect from a full 
peace-time application of the Stalin Constitution. 
Perhaps the real difficulty will be America, which 
may, for a long time, still persist In being stub¬ 
bornly capitalist. 


■What would be fatal to the future peace of 
Europe would be any sort of return by Russia to 
international Trotskyism, and any attempt to trotsky- 
lre Germany. Zt would be a boomerang. In a few 
years Germany would go Mail again and start another 
war. But I think the Russians are becoming increas¬ 
ingly aware of the real nature of the Oeman problem. 
Even with the Poles there shouldn't be much disagree¬ 
ment on that point.* 


AC pafe 106 be 11scuasea the rlalt of Barr/ Hopkins 
and the statement aade by Barry. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
From William J. Uonovan 

This report, oovorlng highlights of tho week's war 
on the propaganda front, Is based on rocordlng of shortwave 
broadcasts at FCC's listening posts In Washington and Portland, 
Orogonj the Columbia Broadcasting System's listening posts 
In 8an Francisco and Hew Xork; on medium wave broadcasts 
recorded by tho British Broadcasting Corporation, and by our 
own monitors. 

V»e battered tho Axis on virtually all sectors of 
the fourth front this week. 

Last wook wo wrenched tho Initiative from them for 
the first time, outsmarting then and turning tho tables in 
the opening battle of the spring war of nerves; this wook wo 
retained and exploited that Initiative. 

The Axis romalned on tho defensive, and while our 
position was aggressive and positive, theirs was negativo. The 
situation was reversed—we became the propagandists, they 
became the counter-propagandists. 

Tho main Axis line was identical with their lino 
of last week: an invasion *pf Europe is impossible. 



But this week the entire Axis emphasis was on alleged 
United nations weak points—there was none of the usual talk 
of strength of the Axis. 

That was the highlight of the week's war of the Bind. 
fflE fchEMX PIP 

The arguacnt most strongly advanced by the'Axis to 
prove an Invasion of Europe is inpossible was United Nations 
shipping shortages. Success of the Axis submarine campaign 
was stressed. It was variously claiaed that Britain and the 
U. S. had lost half tholr tonnage available at the start of the 
war, that the Axis had sunk 1,176,000 tons of merchant shipping 
in the past few months, that U-boats had sunk 500,000 tons of 
shipping in the post two weeks, that 800,000 tons had been 
sunk slnco April 1, that U-boats had sunk 213 ships. Harry 
Hopkins was quoted as saying the tonnage problem was critical. 

Other arguments for the line were: lack of Allied 
sea power and air strength, which would entail "a loss of 50 
per cent of shipping" In an Invasion atteopt; Inability to 
weakeh fronts in -mediterranean, India and the British Isles; 
England's defensive attitude; disunity between Britain and the 
U. 8.; lack of American equipment and "poor" American performance 
in the last war, indicating we would also do badly this time. 

The impossibility of an invasion of Europe was dragged 
into innumerable Axis shows with no legitimate news event as a 
basis for comment. Such points were made as the talk of invasion 
was merely a publicity stunt; it was intended to divert as many 
Axis troops as possible from the Eastern front; American 



troops would not be involved but British boys nlgnt be 
exterminated for Bolshevisn. 

The two main news pegs for the line were the Marshall- 
Hopklns Tisit end the conaando reId at Boulogne. 

CoMent on she Marshall-Hopklns visit ran: they cane 
to discuss Stalin's "ultioatun" for a second front; they tried 
to dissuade Britain fron an invasion attempt; they tried to 
persuade the British to try an invasion; tho tngllshaen who 
returned with Marshall cane to sign away another part of the 
British econoalc system. 

Not until Thursday did the Axis let go with everything 
on the coaaando raid. It was then said that the raid was a coaplete 
failure; it proved the British cannot invade the continent; no 
objectives sere attained; it was an lgnoninlous answer to 
Stalin's plea for a second front and Hitler's "invatlon" for an 
invasion; a considerable aaount of ares and equipment was left on 
tho beach. 

The Axis propagandists gave the impression that we 
needed a socond front but were frightened at the "certain defeat" 
the attempt would entail. The Axis spent nuch tine "persuading" 
us the atteept would result in catastrophe and that all other defeats 
would be dwarfed by it. So=e stations warned anti-Oereans in 
threatened areas that "irresponsible acts" would bring immediate 
death. 

It is obvious that the Axis had an extresely 
case of the Jitters. 


severo 
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Thore was no Axis talk of an offensive against the 
United Nations in any part of the world. In fact, Berlin denied 
an offonaive against Russia had been promised for April or any 
other month. It modestly claimed to have said merely that when 
the offensive did start the world would know it. A safe statement. 

Tho second most important Axis propaganda,}tom of the 
week was based on tho bombing of Japanese cities. 

The line on tho bombing dove-tailed in part with 
the line that an invasion of Europe is impossible. For tho 
Axis, on the defensive, declared that this "minor and ineffectual 
bombing" proves we cannot start on offensive in tho Far East. 

Axis handling of tho bombing was inept. Its story 
wo3 inconsistent, incomplete, confusing. 

On Friday Tokyo radio denied a "Router Report" that 
Tokyo had been bombed by three Allied planes. "No bomb has ever 
fallen on Japanese soil", Tokyo declared. At 12:24 EWT Saturday 
morning Tokyo announced tho bombing. 

First nine planes were reported downed; then only 
"about ten" planes were said to have executed the bombing and 
"some" were said to have escaped, while none wore claimed downed. 
"Telling" damage was first said to have been inflicted on "schools 
and hospitals"; then the damage was said to have been "slight". 

The planes, it was indicated in the same breath, were based on 
carriers "far off" the Japanese coast and on the Chinese mainland. 
Some Axis radios said there were casualties; others said there 
were no casualties. All agreed no military installations were hit. 



But Japanese Homo illnistor Tutaka let the eat out of 
the bag. In an Important statement he indicated that tho bombing had 
caused considerable oivillan panic und conoorn for tho future. 

When ho vigorously denied tho threat of more bombings would force 
the imperial diet elections to bo cancelled or postponed, Yuzaka's 
speech showed unmistakably that tho European ond of tho Axis does 
not have o monopoly on tho Jitters. 

Axis lino on the bombing was: it was inhuman; in 
iiofianoo of international law; the bombs woro dropped Indiscriminately 
on homes, schools, hospitals; air defense functioned perfectly; 
Japanese not frightened but angerod; U.S. planes never reachod 
Tokyo proper; it was a propaganda stunt; it raised Japanese morale; 
it will be avongod and "tho American nation oust now bo proparod 
to suffor tho oonsuquencos; Japanoso war might is going to retaliate"; 
shontri American woaknoss, since it was meant to quiot public oplnipn. 
over defeats in the Far East; Americans indignant ovor bombing 
of Schools and upaot, fearing their own coasts will be boobed; it- 
was a failure and any talk that thin is tho beginning of an 
American offensive is, strictly speaking, a fairy talo. 

However, by the ond of the wook the puttied Japanese, 
viu Tokyo radio, were fishing for information. One broadcast said 
the Americans had made no report of tho bombing because thero 
were no survivors. Another broadcast said: "If those auttoritios 
cannot mako such an announcement the U. S. will desorvo all the 
criticism that the entire propaganda regarding the effect of the 
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roeont air raid is all nonsense." 

Tho Axis spont some time during the week giving Laval 
a build up. Vichy went to considerable lengths to praise him 
warmly and lavishly. Vichy emphasized that dospito Leahy's 
reoall a brook with the U. 8. was not likoly. Tho Axis used 
the Anti-Bolshovik and pro-Nazi parts of “aval's speech. It 
lgnorod Loahy's roeall. 

Berlin and Romo agreed that tho Laval govornmont wus 
an Axis victory, but statod that tho causos and consoquonces of 
tho situation are not clear. They cautiously said it roprosonts 
a "certain evolution" in the French political situation. 

Throughout tho week the Axis strossod the number of 
Allied plunes downed. Tho RAF was repoatodly sold to havo lost 
largo numbers of aircraft. Russia was said to have lost 20,476 
planes. In tho Far Fast many alliod pianos were also roported lost. 

Cannibalism in Russia wa3 said to be on tho increase. 

Tho Oermens wora said to bo gaining on the Lastorn front 
and to hold the initiative at all points. 

Shooting of French hostages, Russian successes and Chinese 
successes in Burma were ignored. 

-iuch noise was made ro hitler's birthday. 

Borlin said of the station tho COI uses: "No other radio 
in the world is so bad as Cincinnati." 

WL DID 

American short-wave radios concentrated their fire on 
the bombing of Japanese citios, the war of nerves relatlvo to an 
Invasion of Europe and the Laval government combined with the latest 



surge of unrest In France. 

For the first day or two the handling of the bombing 
of Japan was confused. Sone stations gave the straight Japanese 
version, ovon quoting the "schools and hospitals" line without 
qualification. Lack of confirmation from Washington contributed 
to the confused treatment of the story by American stations. 

But by Monday we were doing an excellent Job, stressing 
the confusion and contradictions in the Axis vorsion of what 
happened and using liberal quotations. American policy by then 
was clearly stated: mum's the word. 

By Tuesday a definite war of nerves technique had been 
developed in handling the story. It remained the main news. The 
lino played was that all Axis reports were confused and betrayed 
dismay, whereas we weren't going to help them a bit in solving 
the mystery that puzzled them. Our programs mentioned these 
possibilities as bases for the planes that executed the bombing: 
carriers, China, secret points in the Philippines, the Dutch East 
Indies, the Aleutian Islands. There was no speculation about 
the use of bases in Russia. 

We continued to Jab the Axis on the question of an 
invasion of Europe by using every possible peg to hang a story on 
that would tell Europeans we were thinking in terms of striking out 
at the continent ar.d not of waiting for the war to come to us. 
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Main pegs wore! klarshall-Hopkins return, which we 
exploited to tho full, commenting that the visit had caused 
the Axis much worry; Gorman troop concentrations in Norway; 

Runstedt organization of cyclist units to resist commando ruids; 
the commando raid at Boulogne; the seizure of cement in France 
to build up coastal defenses, etc. 

Nazi foar and Jitters over on invasion were repeatedly 

stressod. 

Laval continued to be richly and profusely abused 
throughout the week, naval's and detain's speeches wore used 
by all stations with tho stross on the inconsistencies and lies 
in them. Luval was described on most shows as o quisling, who 
would have no moro success in pacifying the French and winning 
them ovor to the Axis than his counterpart, the Norwegian Gauloitor, 
had had. 

Leahy '3 recall was predicted several hours before it 
was officially announced. 

Tho stations also concentrated on tho situation in 
France; the riot3, train-wrecking, attacks on Gorman 3oldior3, 
shooting of hostages. All tho aspects of unrest in France were 
played frequently. The resignation of the officials of the French 
Embassy in Washington was also used to good effect. All the 
stations emphasized Hull's statement on France. 



The general Impression given or the -aval situation 
was that the U. S. Is angry but confident of United *«atlons 
striking power and our forthcoming vlotory. 

News of tho Russian front was usod by all stations. 
Russian successes against tho Finns, In the central Sector and 
at Bryansk were stressed. 

Tho RAF raids wero also a prominent dally Item in our 
broadcasts. 

We pluggod the Chinoso gains in Burma without, of course, 
building up hope of a United “otions victory thero. 

All in all, wo had the Jump on tho Axis daily, riven 
Goebbels, If he had a moment of honesty, would grant that tills 
round was ours with plonty to spore. 



FOR THE PRESIDE 
FROM: William J. Donovan 
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The following is the Britiah Ministry of Warfare 
Weekly Propaganda Digest. 

1. Germany: For hourding, destroying, or witholding 
raw materials vital to needs of population a new decree pro¬ 
video heavy terms of imprisonment at hard labor. 

2. Italy: Because of a) balking by industrialists; 
b) dependence on imports from countries whioh fix prices with¬ 
out regard to internal Italian legislation, efforts at price 
control are failing. From July to December 1941 average price 
of a shirt rose from 50 to 100 lira, of a pair of Books from 

8 to 18 lira. 

3. Frunce: Food supplies so short in large towns 
during March that mass street den»nstrations occurred in Mont¬ 
pelier, Sete, and lyons. Crowds shouted for meat, milk, and 
bread. Thousands of women sent deputations to mayors and signed 
petitions. Shops were looted in some cases. 

4. Belgium: Todt organization constructing concrete 
walla. Along entire Atlantic coast there is great activity in 
the building of fortifications. More than one half total French 
cement production, now running at about 2,500,000 tons, earmarked 
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for ti» in purpose bjr Geratma. 


April 25, 1942 
6lOO P.U. 

yEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
Fromi Willlnm J. Donovan 

The following la the British Home Intelligence 
Report for the weok ending April 22. 

1. Public feoling in Its proaent atnto la loss 
susceptible than over to aaaoasmont. Senso of dotachment 
from war reported by four region*, while "more lively interest 
In both home nows and news from abroad" found In throo roglons. 
Expoctancy continues. Spirits rising slightly bocauae of: 

(a) Tokyo bombing, which was termed "boat news wo havo had 
for months"; (b) budgot, which was generally accepted as "fair 
and sound, attuned to general domand for auatorlty"; (c) the "non¬ 
offensive" of the RAF over tho continent. A "real kick" to 
everybody; (d) good weather. 

. 2. Ranged against this slight lmpx'ovemont are the 

continued anxiety over Buriau and the uncertainty and disgust 
occasioned by ^aval's return to dominance. But thoso are out¬ 
balanced by former factors. 

3. Tokyo raids brought forth a "wave of exultation" 
and the hopo that "Americans will givo them more of this". "Tido 
is turning in this area and American activity is increasing." 
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4- Little consent on Russia. w ne report cooes from 
8cotland| "Growing olnorlty turning away froa Russia, as It 
Is fslt by 'antl-second-fronters• that Ualsky, Litvinov, and 
others have not been holpful to Allies In stimulating Impossible 
demand Tor second front." 

5. Regarding war In West. "Great scale" of recent 
bombings of Italy and Germany has caused satisfaction. Admiration 
evoked by Augsburg raid, but opinion divided on question of 
whether "such losses are or are not worth while." 

6. Regarding Government: little criticism or montlon. 

7. War strain being felt by middle-aged people, 
what with such new burdens as longer working hours, home guard 
duties, care of evacuees, etc. 


1 
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FROM: Billlax J. Donovan 


Frank Knox was in to see me yesterday. Ho told 
me two things that I must write you about. 

1. That you had been good enough to express con¬ 
cern that as the result of ny accident I would unable 
to go into the field. He will tell you himself that 
he was present while I *a, being checked up by the 
doctor and that the doctor said I will be fully recovered 
and in shape to do whatever may be required. In point 

of fact, I probably have tiat a rest I would not other¬ 
wise have had. I am grateful for your solicitude, and 
I assure you there is nothing permanently wrong. 

2. He told ce that the l tj now well worn lie had 
been retailed to you that I had or have some ninety 
representatives or observers of qy organization in 
Latin America. The repetition of this story makes me 
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angry and indignant, not eo such for nyself, because 
I have only contempt for the people who will retail 
such deliberate falsehoods, but because you should be 
«»yed by such stories. This has been one of several 
instances where an attempt has been made to assert 
that I hevo gone into a field which you have not allocated 
to me. This story is just as untru* as the others. 

Welles wrote me about it, and I att ch hit letter, to¬ 
gether with ay reply. You snould know ae well enough 
to know that I do adhere strictly to ay orders end meke 
no attempt to encroach upon the jurisdiction of anyone 
else. A zealous impluse would be no excuse. I 
assure you that your real concern oust be with those 
who bring such stories to you about men who are trying 
to serve you loyally, because this tale is a dirty 
end contemptible lie. I have no repr tentative* in 
that section of the world and j ewer have had, and all 
those concerned must knot that to be true. I know that 
you will recognize thtt ay anger it justified at such 
deliberate and continued falsehoods. 


r- 


- 
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IffiMQWDVH Kg-.Tig PRtflMIi 

FROM: Willia: J. Donovan 

Kvcr since the Uval appointment and the develop¬ 
ments here in the French Embassy »e have been endeavor¬ 
ing to maintain contact with the Ffcbassy people here. 

We have made no direct contacts but have kept ourselves 
advised through a certain source which we established 
several months ago. The thing we arc anxious to get 
is the special secret codes and ciphers. This we are 
negotiating for. I cannot promise that we will get 
it, but we will try. 


In the French Consulate in New York there are eight 
career men. Of these eight the first appears to adhere 
to his job. Number Two is regarded by the others aa a 
German agent. Numbers Three, Four and Five are dec.dedly 
fcnti-Laval. They are in contact with our people. We 
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are inclined to believe thut there in no valuable 
material in the safe at the Consulate, but the number 
Three man thinks that such materiel doos exist. He 
is desirous of oustine the other crowd and taking 
possession. We hove refused to have any part in this. 
?.'e have fully advised the State Deportment and in 
accordance with ito desires we are maintaining our 
contuct with these people. 


To me thero is a doop significance in what is 
happening in the Embassy here und in the Consulate. 

I think it is some evidence that there is disintegration 
in their Foreign Service due to the intervention of 
Laval. If thi3 it true, then I think it is an indi¬ 
cation that it might be possible for us, by penetration, 
to get further information that would discover the 
purposes of Laval. It must be handled with great care 
nnd discretion and I dislike to let anyone know, but 
I feel that you and Mr. Hull should be edvisea. 

I do not want to do anything that will jeopardize 
the work we are carrying on in North Africa. In 




1 
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accordance with the d*6iree of the Joint Chief* of 
Staff we ar* sending no ateritl from here but I aa 
trying to arrange for Decennary articlec to aove 
from Cibrnltrr.' 


Mo. 454 

April *?, 1942 
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fop t he pp ^ip ^ ; 

FROM: WilUaa J. Donovan 

Our Intelligence group sent to tut the attached 
map recently put on sale in H*w York. You will 
notice that it may well be a kind of subtle propa¬ 
ganda to which our censorship people may not be 
olive. Thin nap was called to our attention by Czech 
intelligence. You will notice that this is osten¬ 
sibly published by a Jewish ox-ganication; also you r ill 
notice the immense territorial extent it gives to us . • 
end to iv'ursia. ».e are folio- in* tide up and will let 
you know the results. 



April 28, 1942 
12:00 Noon 



FROM: Villlan J. Donovan 

1 . Tbo following in fron the British Political Warfare 
Executive German Weekly Directive. 

2. -Policy: 

a. Inside Germany. In news natter we should con¬ 
fine ourselves to fuctual reportage, personnel changes, decrees, 
etc. Watch for items which will illustrate Sauckel's manpower 
crisis. 

b. France. Avoid mere abuse of Luvul; vague state¬ 
ments that all France is against him; emphasize that the new 
government is proof of: First, Germany's fear of intervention 
in the West; second, Germany's need of foreign labor. 

3. Strategy: 

a. Be careful to stick to inuendo when mentioning 
our western front intervention threat. The Germans are talking 
of "Wikingersburgen- on the west. However, such fortifications 
are as outdated as the Kaginot line. RAF offensive and Commando 
raids should still be described as the first stage of our offen¬ 
sive action. 

b. Be careful not to over inflate the Russian local 


attacks. Ve con assume that the German spring offensive will 
not start for several weeks. 

4. Military points: 

a. Malta. We can state that Malta's resistance has 
already delayed the spring offensive by diverting lesselring's 
forces. 

b. Yugoslavia. Some seventeen Italian divisions 

are now contained by the Yugoslav army, not to mention Bulgarian, 
Hungarian or German—in all, some thirty divisions. 

5. Naval points: 

a. Continue to emphasize Germany's need to break our 
communications with Murmansk. The Tirpitz, etc. still inactive 
at Trondheim. The Gneisenau was damaged so seriously that she 
has now been towed to Gydnia for repuirs where she lies along¬ 
side the Graf Zeppelin, still incomplete. The Schamhorst is 
also in dry dock. 

b. Lay off 0-boats sinking stories and expose German 
sinking claims. 

6. Air Points: 

a. It is possible to assume that the Luftwaffe is 
feeling the pinch both in personnel and in machines because: first, 
wastage of machines in Russia because of climatic conditions, 
poor run.tays, low efficiency of flying personnel owing to overwork, 



inadequate aide to landing at night; second, forced landing 
due to using aircraft which has exceeded noreal firet line 
life and aircraft not serviced with usual co^leteness. 

b. Many uniU hid less than half their strength 
towards the end of 1941. The reserves have been swallowed up 
in less than six months. The results of this shortage have been: 
first, the nuaber of dive boaber unite has been reduced to two- 
thirds of June, 1940. Until late in March no dive bosbers could 
be spared for Malta and since then there have been only enough to 
contribute less than ten per cent of the total effort. Second, 
for ronths the raids on Moscow have had only a nuisance effect. 
Third, it has been necessary to use first line boaber aircraft 
for transport work. Fourth, owing to a shortage of ME 110, twin 
engine day-fighter units have been disbanded to expand night- 
fighters. 


April 28, 1942 
12i00 Noon 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
FROMi William J. Donovan 

Th« following is from the British Political Warfare Executive 
Weekly French Directive: 

*1. The Frenoh floatt 

a. Do flfli commont on French warships, either on their 
dispositions or the possible use of them. Do not go out of your 
way to stuck Dnrlsn. Thorc may be some significance in tho ommissions 
in his Order of the Day and letter of resignation. Avoid referring 
to Darlan os Commander in Chief of tho Fronch Navy. Insist on tho 
way the Germans arc exploiting the economic resources of the French 
oolonies and the French merchant floct. Any discussion of Madagascar 
should be avoided. 

2. France: 

a. Polico measures. Undoubtedly Laval is concentrotlng 
on a cleanup. It is expected that there will bo a comprehensive 
purge among Darien's former administrative collaborators. In un¬ 
occupied France the police arc to bo reorganized by Bousquct. The 
Pnris polico force is asking for further recruits. Before ho makes 
any further stops toward selling out, Laval is making sure of his 
internal position. 

b. RNP is to extend its organization to the unoccupied 
zono. Beat's forces will be put at Laval's disposal. The attempt 
to form a "Partie de la Revolution National" should bo shown up as a 


trick on the part of Level to suppress all other organisations, even 
those which support the Marshal. 

c. The present government Is little aore than a "half-way 
house" towards a full collaborationist government. Moysset and 
Barthelenjr are not likely to last long. It should be pointed out 
that the cabinet Is full of second class men who were dellberstely 
choson to cover the first period while Laval gets full control of all 
the reins of government. Eventually Laval, having served his useful¬ 
ness, will also be discarded by the Oeraans. 

d. The Germans are being dlsoreet about Laval. Only after 
he has shown himself a good servant will they make concessions. 

e. Laval will probably get In touch with Germans In a higher 
place than Abets. Tho position of PetaIn In 1942 is the same as that 
of Hlndenburg In 1933- 

3. Emphasize: 

.• a. The distinction between Laval and the French people. 

b. Although Laval Is afraid of the French people, he flatters 
himself that he can double cross then. He Is therefore proceeding In 
two states, /lrst, temporary acceptance of Derlan's military position 
and Marshal's "cover", second, gradual purge of Vichy's "old guard". 

c. While Germany undertakes the spring campaigns, she re¬ 
quires that France be ruled by a man whose future Is bound up with hers. 

d. PeteIn has been reduced by Laval to a cere figurehead. 
Point out all Laval's efforts to cover himself by the Marshal's formal 
authority. Petaln will not know what Laval Is planning; he has no 
control over internal policy. 



e. Frenchmen who hero been serving Vichy through self 
Interest or under the Illusion that they have been serving Frsnce 
must now be disillusioned. They must no* know that Laval is to 
then an Implacable eneny. Hiere Is no longer the appearance of a 
"buffer" between Geraany and the people of France. 

f. The fact that fcoth these factions are their enemies 
will now be apparent to the people of France.* 


Bo. 457 

April 28, 1942 

12 Noon 


S3SL liL Htofilffll; 

FROM: William J. Donovan 

Ambassador X inant com to See m yesterday with 
the idea of having us do some work with him in 
England on the pamphlet and publications end. He 
said they know very little about us; that he has 
taken the matter up with the Secretary of State and 
would like for us to send a man or two who could be 
of immediate service to him in his work. I told 
him we would be glad to do it and I am already get¬ 
ting in touch with Ur. daliace Carroll at his suggestion. 


No. 458 
April 28, 1942 
6:00 P.M. 



FROM: William J. Donovan 


The following information comes through the British 
Ministry of Information as to Axis intentions deduceabie 
from propaganda. 

"1. There are positive indications for the first 
time that they may be contemplating the use of chemical 
warfare. 

2. The Berlin dispatch to the Norwegian Attenposten 
asserts that the problem is being discussed particularly in 
regard to the summer campaign on the eastern front where 
weather conditions and terrain are favorable. The dispatch 
says 'The German arny is prepared and the German chemical 
industry guarantees that it will be very dangerous for the 
enemy if they begin gas warfare. The chemical factories 
have been working at high pressure. The Germans say they 
have the advantage'. 

The reference made by Hitler on April 26 to possible 
English use of 'neue mittel' is regarded with suspicion." 



No. 459 
April 28, 1942 
6:00 P.U. 

WjOBA?^W FOR THE PRESIDENT 
FROU: Willi an J. Donovan 

The following is taken from the British Empire 
Guidance on Hitler's speech. 

"1. The resolution confirming Hitler's full powers 
is the final ratification by Hitler of a series of recent 
decrees strengthening S.S. and the party at the expense of 
the generals, oivil service end business. 

2. The scries of decrees indicates the concern felt 
by the party over the growth of dissident elements. For the 
moment the decrees strengthen the party's hands, but only ut 
the cost of increased tension. 

3. Note that this formal resolution is the first of 
its kind since July 7, 1934, when the Reichstag was asked 
to approve the Roehra murders. The measure of concern with 
which Hitler views the internal situation is demonstrated by 
tills clinging to quasi-domocratic procedure." 



No. 460 
April 28, 1942 
6:00 P.M. 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRE8IDFAT 
From: William J. Donovan 

Tho State Department has lnforir.od ua that the 
Irish Foroign Minister tuts now notified us that they are 
roady for a full-scalo American publicity campaign. The 
Minister has recommended to tho Stuto Department the 
sotting up of a oompotent nowspapor woman who understands 
Irish affairs, and has rocommendod Helen Kirkpatrick of 
the Chicago Dally News staff in London. I know hor as 
a competent reporter, although Frank Knox may not be willing 
to let her go. 

The suggestion was made that LIFE, LOOK, and other 
similar illustrated magazines be put on salo in Ireland at 
6c per copy. Also th/it 10,000 copies of the Irish Supplement 
of the aATION be supplied for distribution to a seloctod list of 
toachors, doctors, clergy and hierarchy. 

It is also suggested that wu might have a daily 
rebroadcast to Ireland through tho BBC in London. 

I have told our people who have charge of foreign 
publications to work closely with the State Department and, 
of course, whatever is done will be dono with their cooperation. 



s- 25 

> April 28, 1942 

. 6*00 P.M. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
Froai* willlao J. Donoean 

The following is ths text of s cessage sent yesterday 
from Vichy to the Ambassador here* 

"Vouille* protestor aupres de M. Cordel Hull contra lo 
daberqueaent de troupes arfrlcaines en Nouvelle Caleoonle, annons^ 
par un coanunlque official du Departesent da la Ouerre das 
Etats-Unls. 

■La Conounlquf’ en question ajoute qua las troupes 
araaricalnes particlperont a la defense da l'lle, ayant oto* 
envoyees a la Wouvello-Cal&onle avec 1'approbation das au tor it os 
locales. 

"Vous rappelcraz a M. Cordel Hull qua, iceV si quelquos 
franjals raballes a leur patric se sont enportfa de l'ile on 
septenbre 1940, ce fait n'autorlso pas las Etats-Unis a** detwrquer 
dos troupes dans cetta possession fran$alse. Da Gaulle ot ses 
roprosentants n'ont oucune autorite pour parlor au non de la France. 

■Vous narquerez au Secretaire d'Etat qua le Gouvemeaent 
frai.jais eat partlculieresent bless© par le passage du conununiqutT 
official disant que le debarqueaent des troupes aaericalnes a cte" 
approuvS par la population locale. 



■La France, dan* sa detrcsse, eit dan* l'lsposslblllte’ 
de defondra par la* aroa* 1*integrite da sas possessions. Ella 
n'en eat qua plus fondee 2 reclaaer 1'observance par las 
Etats-Unls das engagecents prls a son egard, at concornant 
lo respect da l'lntegrite das possessions franjalaos dans 
la nonde. 

"U France, au surplus, ast an droit do compter 
sur l'aoitlo traditionneli* du peuple amorlcaln pour qu'll 
na soit point porta atteinte a sa souvaralnoto. "LAVAL". 

The text of the Ambassador's reply is as follows: 

■J'oi l'honnour do vous coxcuniquor par tobgraiame 
lo toxto da la note da protestation qua J'oi 1'Intention do 
ronettre nercrodi au Kparteaent d'etat. Ca toxta ast conformo 
® c«lui du talc grace a 1022. J'ai toutofols sup; ria-T'l'avant- 
dvrniar paragraph (La Franco, dans sa detresse, ast dans 
1'Impossibility de defandre par las areas l'lntegritf de sas 
possessions). En effet, on presence das caspagr.es aa presse 
et do radio esnayant da Justiflor uno occupation preventive 
de Madagascar, J'ai prafere suprrlmer cos deux lignes sur 
lesquolles on pourrait ici ossayer de trouver una excuse 2 
un coup do force contra notre colonle." 

Note: I havo bean informed that the Ambassador 

nas stuted privately that he feois confident that France will 
be able to defend her possessions. 



April 28, 1942 
6x00 P.M. 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
From William J. Donovan 

Attached Is a poaphlot (this particular 
one In French) Just prepared by us for issuance in 
English-speaking countries and in such othor countries 
as it will seem feasible, to use aftor proper translation. 


